
 
 

ROSE QUEEN® AND ROSE COURT 
CELEBRATING COMMUNITY SPIRIT, YOUNG LEADERS AND ROSE PARADE® HISTORY 

 
The Rose Queen® and Rose Court are cherished traditions of the Pasadena Tournament of Roses®, 
dating back to 1905, when Hallie Woods was selected as the first Rose Queen to ride in a horse-
drawn carriage down Colorado Blvd in the Rose Parade®. From designing and making their own 
dresses in the early years, wearing pillbox hats in the ‘60s, to today’s gorgeous gowns, we take 
pride in the celebrated history. Today's tiaras and crowns, adorned with pearls and diamonds, 
beautifully honor the treasured custom that began with the Rose Court wearing wreaths of 
flowers. The Queen and Court have flourished over the years, becoming an iconic symbol of the 
Rose Parade. 
 
Rose Court members are selected from hundreds of applicants by a committee of Tournament of 
Roses volunteer Members. The month-long selection process involves a series of interview 
sessions, culminating with a media event announcing the new Rose Court. Later in the year, the 
announcement and coronation of the Rose Queen is held on the front steps of Tournament House 
with Tournament Members, media, family and friends cheering them on. 
 
Each Rose Court brings diverse strengths and perspectives to their role as ambassadors, 
exemplifying the vibrant spirit of the Tournament of Roses, Pasadena and surrounding 
communities. Whether they're natural public speakers, youth leaders, academic stars or involved 
in their community and school – together, they represent a well-rounded group.  
 
In the months leading up to the Rose Parade and Rose Bowl Game, the seven members of the 
Rose Court are immersed in service opportunities and activities within the community, ranging 
from wrapping gifts for seniors to tutoring young students and gratitude-centered arts and crafts 
with young students. These valuable experiences enhance their public speaking skills and build 
self-confidence that they will carry with them for a lifetime. 
 
The Tournament of Roses, in its dedication to educational empowerment, offers a significant 
$7,500 scholarship to each member of the Rose Court. This generous support provides vital 
resources and opens valuable opportunities for their academic journey. 
 
After they graduate high school, past Rose Court members have utilized the personal 
development skills they received including lessons in leadership, social media and etiquette 
training, into their educational and professional careers.   
 
The culmination of their experience comes with riding in the Rose Parade and attending the Rose 
Bowl Game®, both on New Year’s Day. 
 


