
NEWS RELEASE 

  San Diego Zoo Safari Park’s 50-year History of 

Wildlife Conservation to be Celebrated with a Float 

in the 134th Rose Parade Presented by Honda

Giraffes, Rhinos and Wildlife Safari Truck Represent the Safari Park’s Ability 

to Connect People to Wildlife and Provide Life-changing Moments

SAN DIEGO (Nov. 7, 2022) – On Jan. 2, 2023, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance—an international conservation 

organization with “two front doors”: the San Diego Zoo and the San Diego Zoo Safari Park—will participate 

in the 134th Rose Parade® presented by Honda, with a float celebrating the Safari Park’s 50th anniversary. 

The Safari Park opened in 1972 and since the beginning, saving species has been a key part of the Safari 

Park’s mission. The Safari Park has played a huge role in the conservation of species ranging from condors and 

hornbills to rhinos and elephants. With its theme “Celebrating 50 Years of Conservation,” the float depicts 

rhinos, giraffes and the Safari Park’s iconic Wildlife Safari experience, and brings to life the Safari Park’s 

ability to connect guests with wildlife and create life-changing moments. 
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“Unlike any other place on Earth, the Safari Park transports guests into sprawling landscapes and dynamic 

ecosystems teeming with amazing wildlife, offering one-of-a-kind experiences where stories of nature 

and conservation come to life,” said Paul Baribault, president and chief executive officer, San Diego Zoo 

Wildlife Alliance. “Conservation starts with people—and at the Safari Park, we are able to make a connection 

between our guests and wildlife every day. Our hope is connecting people to wildlife will inspire them to help 

support our mission and our global conservation programs to protect endangered wildlife.”

The “Celebrating 50 Years of Conservation” float features  4-month-old Neville, and his mother Livia, two 

southern white rhinos who bring enormous hope to the cutting-edge efforts to save the distantly related 

northern white rhino. With only two northern white rhinos left on Earth, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance is 

combining groundbreaking conservation science with more than a century of world-class wildlife expertise 

to save the species. Neville is the third rhino born as part of this revolutionary program at the San Diego 

Zoo Safari Park—joining Edward and Future, who also made history as the first southern white rhinos born 

through artificial insemination in North America. 

Secure on her 4-foot legs, is Msituni (pronounced see tune neee), an 11-month-old giraffe born at the Safari 

Park. Born unable to walk, a condition in which she would not have survived in her native habitat, she 

required months of critical around-the-clock care, along with several pairs of custom giraffe-sized orthotic leg 

braces, to support her while she gained the necessary strength to walk. Today, after making a full recovery, 

Msituni runs alongside dozens of giraffes, wildebeest, impalas, rhinos, and Cape buffalo in the Safari Park’s 

African savannas. 

A pair of African crowned cranes meander through lush landscapes, as Msituni’s parents peek with curiosity 

into an open-air safari truck filled with guests. The riders are wildlife care specialists, veterinarians and 

conservation scientists from the Safari Park who have dedicated their lives to caring for Neville, Msituni and 

countless other species in San Diego and around the globe. They are joined by the Safari Park’s Executive 

Director, Lisa Peterson, and expert wildlife guides from the Safari Park. Representing how a moment at 

the Safari Park can change a lifetime, are four young children who may aspire to be the next generation of 

conservationists, surrounded by the wonders of wildlife and intricate beauty of nature.

The planned floral array on the float will illustrate that both the San Diego Zoo Safari Park and San Diego 

Zoo are accredited botanical gardens that feature over 2 million plants—and serve as a reminder of San 

Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance’s dedication to plant conservation through its many efforts, including the Wildlife 

Biodiversity Bank. 

The Safari Park’s 1,800 acres are home to vital conservation efforts, with more than 3,600 individual animals 

from more than 300 species, and a botanical collection of more than 1.75 million plants. The Safari Park 

welcomes more than 1 million guests each year, providing an ideal setting for visitors to connect with nature 

and wildlife, while supporting San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance’s conservation efforts worldwide.  
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SDZWA Float Riders Include:
Barbara Durrant, Ph.D., director of reproductive sciences, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

Hilary Erbland, Safari Experiences guide, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Matt Kinney, DVM, senior veterinarian, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Asha Natividad, wildlife care specialist, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Lisa Peterson, executive director, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Oliver Ryder, Ph.D., director of conservation genetics, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

Andrew Stehly, curator of birds, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Ollie Zirbel, lead wildlife care specialist, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

About San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance 

San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance is a nonprofit international conservation leader, committed to inspiring a 

passion for nature and working toward a world where all life thrives. The Alliance empowers people from 

around the globe to support their mission to conserve wildlife through innovation and partnerships. San 

Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance supports cutting-edge conservation and brings the stories of their work back 

to the San Diego Zoo and San Diego Zoo Safari Park—giving millions of guests, in person and virtually, the 

opportunity to experience conservation in action. The work of San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance extends from 

San Diego to eco-regional conservation “hubs” across the globe, where their expertise and assets—including 

the renowned Wildlife Biodiversity Bank—are able to effectively align with hundreds of regional partners 

to improve outcomes for wildlife in more coordinated efforts. By leveraging these skills in wildlife care and 

conservation science, and through collaboration with hundreds of partners, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance 

has reintroduced more than 44 endangered species to native habitats. Each year, San Diego Zoo Wildlife 

Alliance’s work reaches over 1 billion people in 150 countries via news media, social media, their websites, 

educational resources and San Diego Zoo Wildlife Explorers television programming, which is in children’s 

hospitals in 13 countries. Success is made possible by the support of members, donors and guests to the 

San Diego Zoo and San Diego Zoo Safari Park, who are Wildlife Allies committed to ensuring all life thrives. 
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San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

134th Rose Parade presented by Honda 2023 
“Turning the Corner”

San Diego Zoo Safari Park “Celebrating 50 Years of Conservation” 

KEY MESSAGES

 San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance is an international conservation organization with two “front doors,” 

the San Diego Zoo and the San Diego Zoo Safari Park, that make global conservation and partnership 

work possible.

 San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance is participating in the 134th Rose Parade presented by Honda, with a 

float celebrating the Safari Park’s 50th anniversary.

 The Safari Park’s float’s theme is “Celebrating 50 Years of Conservation.” Depicting rhinos, giraffes and 

the Safari Park’s iconic Wildlife Safari experience, this year’s float brings to life the Safari Park’s ability 

to connect guests with wildlife, and create life-changing moments.

 A visit to the Safari Park can provide the opportunity for guests to make an emotional connection 

with—and be inspired by—wildlife. This connection might allow them to “turn the corner” in their own 

lives, and understand what they can do at home, in their community or globally to make a difference 

for wildlife and wild places.

 Unlike any other place on Earth, the Safari Park transports guests into sprawling landscapes and 

dynamic ecosystems teeming with amazing wildlife, offering one-of-a-kind experiences. At the Safari 

Park, a moment can change a lifetime.

Additional Float Messages:

 As one of the most celebrated annual traditions seen worldwide by millions, the Rose Parade 

presented by Honda gives San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance an opportunity to bring our conservation 

message of hope to a global audience, empowering the audience to make a meaningful difference for 

wildlife, people and the planet we all share. 
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 Featured on the float is 4-month-old Neville, and his mother Livia, two southern white rhinos who 

bring hope to cutting-edge efforts to save their distant relative, the northern white rhino. With only 

two northern white rhinos left on Earth, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance is combining groundbreaking 

conservation science with more than a century of wildlife expertise to help save the species. 

 Also featured is Msituni (pronounced see tune neee), an 11-month-old giraffe born at the Safari Park. 

Born unable to walk, a condition in which she would not have survived in her native habitat, she 

required months of around-the-clock care, along with several pairs of custom orthotic leg braces, to 

support her while she gained the necessary strength to walk. Today, Msituni has made a full recovery 

and runs alongside dozens of other giraffes, wildebeest, impalas, rhinos, and Cape buffalo in the Safari 

Park’s African savannas. 

 A pair of African crowned cranes stand in the lush landscape, as Msituni’s parents peek into an 

open-air safari truck filled with “guests.” The riders are wildlife care specialists, veterinarians and 

conservation scientists from the Safari Park, who have dedicated their lives to wildlife conservation 

in San Diego and around the globe. They are joined by the Safari Park’s executive director, expert 

wildlife guides from the Safari Park and four young children representing the next generation of 

conservationists. 

 The floral array on the float illustrates that both the San Diego Zoo and the San Diego Zoo Safari Park 

are accredited botanical gardens that feature over 2 million plants—and it serves as a reminder of San 

Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance’s dedication to plant conservation through its many efforts, including the 

Wildlife Biodiversity Bank. Some of the plant material used to decorate the crowned cranes was grown 

at the Safari Park.

 The float’s music, “We Will Rise,” reminds us, with strength and bravery—together—we will rise to the 

opportunity to change the world.

 The San Diego Zoo Safari Park is a global epicenter of hope for the world’s wildlife, Turning the Corner 

on conservation through cutting-edge innovation, scientific breakthroughs and sprawling landscapes 

teeming with wildlife. Here, hearts are transformed as authentic stories of nature and conservation 

come to life. There is simply no place like it on Earth.

 The Safari Park’s 1,800 acres are home to vital conservation efforts, with more than 3,600 individual 

animals from more than 300 species, and a botanical collection of more than 1.75 million plants. The 

Safari Park welcomes more than 1 million guests each year, providing an ideal setting for visitors to 

connect with nature and wildlife, while supporting San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance’s conservation 

efforts worldwide.  
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 Our conservation efforts span worldwide, reaching more than 1 billion people in 150 countries, through 

news and social media as well as our portfolio of digital channels and education programs.

 With more than 100 years of expertise, we integrate wildlife health and care, science and education 

to develop sustainable conservation solutions across the globe. As an Alliance, we partner with allies 

in eight strategic conservation regions worldwide. By pooling our strengths, knowledge, and resources, 

we have a greater impact as we work together to safeguard the future of our planet, its wildlife and 

the ecosystems we all share. Because when wildlife thrives, all life thrives.

 The success of San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance is made possible by the support of members, donors 

and guests to the San Diego Zoo and San Diego Zoo Safari Park, who are wildlife allies. You can be an 

ally for wildlife: visit us at sdzwa.org.

San Diego Safari Park 50th Anniversary Messages:

 The Safari Park was originally built to be the “Zoo of the Future” and forever changed what zoos could 

look like. Today—50 years since it opened its gates—the Safari Park brings visitors up close to wildlife, 

with the hope of instilling a desire in them to make a difference for endangered species and their 

habitats.  

 The Safari Park is home to more than 3,600 animals and 1.2 million plants, including three 

100-hundred-acre habitats with large roaming herds of wildlife. At the Safari Park, a moment can 

change a lifetime. There is no place on Earth like the Safari Park. 

 Since the beginning, saving species has been part of our mission. The Safari Park has played a huge role 

in the conservation of species ranging from condors and hornbills to rhinos and elephants.  

 This milestone anniversary is not only a chance to reflect on the last 50 years of impact created by 

the San Diego Zoo Safari Park, but also a time to look ahead and see what our future can be —a place 

where science and biotechnology work seamlessly with world-class wildlife care.  

 Each time you visit the Safari Park, purchase an item or share what you know about wildlife and 

conservation, you help San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance take another step in achieving its mission of 

saving animals and plants worldwide, and creating a world where all life thrives.   

 For more information visit sdzsafaripark.org  #safaripark50

 sdzwa.org/pr/RoseParade2023
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 San Diego Zoo Safari Park
Rose Parade presented by Honda

Float Participant Biographies

Lisa Peterson 

Executive Director, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Senior Vice President, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

Lisa Peterson is responsible for the overall operation of the 1,800-acre Safari Park. 

She oversees guest services and experiences, retail operations, facilities, horticulture, 

wildlife care, team engagement and development, as well as community relations. 

Prior to joining San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance in 2018, Lisa led several retail teams at Apple, including their 

flagship location in San Francisco. For nearly 30 years, she led guest-centric teams across the hospitality 

industry—as a regional vice President, her portfolio included locations in Utah, Arizona, California, 

Colorado, Florida and Tennessee. 

On any given day, Peterson can be found empowering more than 1,800 Safari Park team members to 

care for wildlife while inspiring the next generation of conservationists. She leads the development of 

authentic and immersive experiences for guests and the local community—creating an environment where 

conservation is accessible to thousands of guests, every day, as they discover how the magic of wildlife and 

nature come together in one-of-a-kind moments at the Safari Park, like no other place on Earth.

Barbara Durrant, Ph.D.

Henshaw endowed director of reproductive sciences, 

San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

Barbara Durrant, Ph.D., serves San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance as the Henshaw 

Endowed Director of Reproductive Sciences. Her division studies reproductive 

biology, endocrinology, and behavior, and develops innovative methods to 

encourage species reproduction. In addition to gamete physiology and assisted reproduction studies in 

mammals, birds, reptiles, and amphibians, her staff conducts research in stem cell culture and transfer, 

endocrine disruption, and the development and validation of hormone assays for a wide variety of species. 
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Germplasm cryopreservation is a major focus of Durrant’s research, with emphasis on the assessment 

of potential fertility of thawed sperm, ova, and embryos. In vitro oocyte maturation, fertilization, and 

embryo development are being developed. Applied research projects include artificial insemination and 

the hormonal induction of estrus and ovulation. Ultrasound and infrared thermography are used to assess 

cyclic ovarian dynamics and detect early pregnancy.

Durrant earned her bachelor’s degree in animal science, her master’s degree in physiology and genetics, 

and her doctorate in reproductive physiology from North Carolina State University. She is an adjunct 

faculty member in the Biology Department at San Diego State University and the Natural Science 

Department at Palomar College. She has written or contributed to more than 120 published articles, 

books and presentations, and participates regularly in student mentoring. She is a member of the Board of 

Governors and the Foundation Board of Trustees for the International Embryo Transfer Society.

Hilary Erbland

Safari Experiences guide, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Hilary Erbland is a Safari Experiences guide at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park. She 

shares her passion for wildlife conservation with thousands of Safari Park guests 

each year. On the many Safari Experience tours she leads, she connects guests with 

wildlife, providing the opportunity for them to make an emotional connection 

with—and be inspired by—the wildlife they encounter. This connection might allow them to understand 

what they can do in their own lives— at home, in their community or globally— to make a difference for 

wildlife and wild places.

Erbland has a master’s degree in education and a love for performance art. Prior to working at the Safari 

Park, she inspired and educated guests at the San Diego Zoo, helping San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance work 

toward creating a world where all life thrives. 

Matt Kinney

DVM, senior veterinarian, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Dr. Matt Kinney is a senior veterinarian with San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance, 

responsible for supporting the health and welfare of wildlife at the Safari Park. He 

leads the veterinary training program, which provides both clinical and research 

opportunities for veterinary students and recent graduates. Dr. Kinney works to 
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identify and remove barriers to entry into zoological medicine, to provide mentored opportunities that 

are more equitable to a diverse group of trainees—supporting diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives in 

zoological medicine. 

Dr. Kinney has a strong interest in minimally invasive medical and surgical procedures, utilizing clinical 

techniques from human and domestic animal medicine and surgery in zoological medicine. He has established 

a robust endoscopy program at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park and San Diego Zoo, with diagnostic and 

surgical procedures that facilitate rapid recovery and integration back into family groups, herds and flocks. 

He is a member of the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee at San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance, is a 

member of the American College of Zoological Medicine Job Task Analysis committee, and also serves on 

the American Association of Zoological Medicine (AAZV) Scientific Program Committee, which annually 

develops continuing education programs for zoo veterinarians around the world. 

Dr. Kinney completed a three-year zoological medicine residency program through the University of 

California, Davis and San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance, and became a diplomate in the American College of 

Zoological Medicine (ACZM) in 2014. He earned his doctor of veterinary medicine degree at the University 

of Wisconsin School of Veterinary Medicine.  

Asha Natividad

wildlife care specialist, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Asha Natividad began her career at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park in 2017 as a 

college intern. After graduating from San Diego State University with a bachelor’s 

degree in biology, Natividad took a full-time position as a wildlife care specialist and 

for the past five years, has cared for a wide array of wildlife, including gorillas, rhinos 

and giraffes. Natividad currently works as a wildlife care specialist in the Safari Park’s vast field habitats. 

She has a deep passion for wildlife conservation and often shares her knowledge of wildlife with guests 

during Safari Park special events like World Rhino Day.

Natividad also served proudly in the U.S. Navy for more than four years as an aviation electronics 

technician. She is originally from Midland, Texas, and lives in San Diego with her husband and their two 

dogs, Dobby and Luna.  
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Oliver Ryder, Ph.D.

director of conservation genetics, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

Oliver Ryder, Ph.D., serves San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance as the Kleberg Endowed 

Director of Conservation Genetics. He oversees research activities in the areas of 

molecular genetics, genomic studies and genetic rescue efforts, including stem cell 

applications—all focused on reducing extinction risk and contributing to species 

recovery and sustainable populations. He guides the strategic development of efforts to develop and expand 

a global network of cryobanking facilities, especially for viable tissue culture cells. 

Ryder has contributed to key studies relevant to conservation management efforts for gorillas, California 

condors, black rhinos, Przewalski’s horses, Anegada iguanas, bighorn sheep, and other species. He participates 

in developing studies that link conservation efforts for small managed populations of wildlife under human 

care with larger landscape scale efforts for wildlife populations in native habitat. He is co-organizer of the 

Genome 10K project and is a member of the Steering Committee for the Vertebrate Genome Project that 

aims to sequence the genomes of 10,000 vertebrate species to reveal the amazing genetic diversity of this 

group of animals, and apply this knowledge to the stewardship of wildlife on our planet.

Ryder earned his bachelor’s degree in biology from the University of California, Riverside, and his doctorate 

in biology from the University of California, San Diego, where he now serves as adjunct professor in 

the Department of Evolution, Behavior and Ecology. He is also an adjunct professor at San Diego State 

University. Ryder has been an early and consistent contributor to the development of conservation 

genetics and genomics, and emerging efforts in genetic rescue using advanced genetic and reproductive 

technologies. He relishes opportunities to visit natural landscapes, enjoys their beauty and solitude, and 

advocates for their preservation for future generations.

Andrew Stehly

curator of birds, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Andrew Stehly is curator of birds at the San Diego Zoo Safari Park, and is 

responsible for the care of the Safari Park’s vast avian population. Stehly has a 

long history with San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance, and first joined the international 

nonprofit conservation organization in 2001 as a wildlife food preparer. He went on 

to become a wildlife care specialist, was later a wildlife care supervisor and an associate curator, and was 

promoted to curator of birds. 
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Stehly leads a team of more than 50 wildlife experts, tasked with providing around-the-clock specialized 

care for hundreds of birds, and contributes to the organization’s many avian conservation programs, 

including the successful California condor project. Stehly is involved in five other avian breeding for 

reintroduction programs: Andean condor, Guam rail, light-footed Ridgway’s Rail and burrowing owl. 

He is a member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums, and serves on the steering committee for the 

Taxon Advisory Group for pelicans, storks, flamingos and ibis throughout North America. Stehly takes great 

pride in working with and being part of saving species that are in dire need.

Stehly was born and raised in Escondido, California. From a young age, he learned about animal care, 

working with many species of animals on his family’s ostrich farm. He graduated from Cal Poly San Luis 

Obispo with a degree in animal science before joining the Alliance. 

Ollie Zirbel

lead wildlife care specialist, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Ollie Zirbel is a lead wildlife care specialist for San Diego Zoo Safari Park, currently 

focusing on the overnight care of wildlife in the Safari Park’s expansive savanna 

field habitats. The San Diego Zoo Safari Park is one of a few facilities that have 

overnight care teams. Zirbel, along with his team, is responsible for more than 400 

animals living in the Safari Park’s many multispecies habitats. Among his duties, he’s tasked with providing 

specialized individual care for wildlife of each species—including the recent hand-rearing of a young giraffe 

who needed round-the-clock care, due to a severe muscle-skeletal birth defect. 

Zirbel serves on San Diego Zoo Wildlife Allliance’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion committee. He is a San 

Diego native and attended San Diego State University, earning a bachelor’s degree in LGBTQ+ studies 

and a minor in psychology. He is now working on his master’s degree in social work, and plans to obtain a 

certificate in veterinary social work—combining his two passions.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   CONTACT: San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance Public Relations   |   619-685-3291    |   publicrelations@sdzwa.org  

WEBSITE: sdzwa.org   |    sdzwa.org/pressroom   |   FOR FULL BIOGRAPHIES AND IMAGES, VISIT: sdzwa.org/pr/RoseParade2023
5

mailto:publicrelations@sdzwa.org
http://www.sdzwa.org/
https://sandiegozoowildlifealliance.org/pressroom
http://sdzwa.org/pr/RoseParade2023


Marco Wendt

Senior Wildlife Care Specialist, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Ambassador, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

For nearly 25 years, Marco has been part of the Safari Park family. During his career, 

he has worked in wildlife care and behavior with an incredible array of avian species, 

from cassowaries and old-world vultures, to raptors, macaws, cranes, flamingoes—

and everything in between. Conservation education and a desire to protect nature’s flora and fauna led 

him to become an ambassador and spokesperson for San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance. Giving a voice to 

wildlife and sharing his passion for wildlife conservation is of the utmost importance to Marco as he aligns 

himself with San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliances vision—a world where all life thrives. Being a person of color, 

Marco is grateful and proud to have a platform to present his Latinx and LGBTQIA+ communities as he 

strives for diversity, equity, and inclusion for all. 

Marco volunteers for the International Outreach Committee of the American Association of Zoo Keepers’ 

San Diego Chapter, serves as an ambassador for Intertwined Conservation Corporation, and is a mentor for 

the Big Brother Big Sister of America program.
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SAN DIEGO ZOO WILDLIFE ALLIANCE

2022 FACT SHEET

WHAT:  San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance is an international nonprofit conservation 

organization that operates two world-class parks, the San Diego Zoo and the 

San Diego Zoo Safari Park, and empowers people to connect with plants and 

animals, develop an appreciation for nature, and contribute to the safeguarding 

of wildlife everywhere by becoming Wildlife Allies. With a focus on global 

health and the interconnectedness of human, wildlife and habitat health, 

San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance aims to drive greater conservation outcomes, 

including improving biodiversity and developing strong ecosystems. San Diego 

Zoo Wildlife Alliance collaborates, in partnership with hundreds of individuals 

and organizations in field projects worldwide, to innovate and implement full-

spectrum conservation strategies. This synergy between work at home and 

in the field inspires and catalyzes conservation action on behalf of wildlife in 

unparalleled ways and helps create a world where all life thrives.

MISSION: San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance is committed to saving species worldwide by 

uniting our expertise in animal care and conservation science with our dedication 

to inspiring passion for nature.

VALUES: Collaborate: We nurture alliances with diverse teams, peers, partners and 

communities to expand and deepen our impact.

Innovate: Together, we pioneer new ideas and approaches to ensure the long-

term health, welfare and survival of wildlife. 

Inspire: We share our passion for nature to increase understanding, empathy, 

advocacy and action for wildlife. 

Thrive: When we collaborate, innovate and inspire, we help people and wildlife 

thrive together for a healthy planet.
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WHERE: San Diego Zoo

The San Diego Zoo is a 100-acre wildlife park and home to over 12,000 rare and 

endangered animals, representing more than 650 species and subspecies. Located 

just north of downtown San Diego in Balboa Park, the Zoo is also an accredited 

botanical garden, caring for more than 700,000 individual plants, including a 

prominent curated assemblage of close to 13,000 specimens, representing 3,100 

species. Guests are invited to take part in exciting educational experiences and 

create lasting memories, while supporting San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance’s 

conservation efforts worldwide. 

San Diego Zoo Safari Park

The San Diego Zoo Safari Park, an 1,800-acre wildlife park, is home to more than 

3,600 animals representing over 300 species. Located in Escondido, California, 

the Safari Park welcomes more than 1.5 million guests each year to see animals 

in herds of mixed species, in expansive savanna habitats. The Safari Park is a vast 

accredited botanical garden featuring more than 1.3 million plants, representing 

over 3,700 species. Guests are invited to take part in thrilling safari experiences 

and create lasting memories, while supporting San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance’s 

conservation efforts to save wildlife worldwide. 

San Diego Zoo Wildlife Explorers

San Diego Zoo Wildlife Explorers raises awareness, promotes empathy and 

inspires a passion for wildlife in a younger audience, including the next generation 

of wildlife care experts, conservationists and educators. Through a vast array of 

educational opportunities, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Explorers provides learning 

experiences for families, students and teachers to experience firsthand our 

approach to saving wildlife, and support responsible collective action to protect 

the environment. San Diego Zoo Wildlife Explorers provides free and discounted 

education programs in San Diego that meet LEAD standards for science curriculum 

and provides teacher training. Using powerful storytelling, the San Diego Zoo 

Wildlife Explorers channel broadcasts enlightening television programming 24 

hours a day to more than 360 children’s hospitals and Ronald McDonald Houses 

around the world—providing joy, comfort, laughter and learning to millions of 

children and their families each year who are experiencing challenging times, and 

might not otherwise be able to experience the wonders of wildlife. To learn more, 

visit sdzwildlifeexplorers.org.  
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CONSERVATION Over the past 106 years, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance has conceptualized, 

FOCUS:  developed and honed a unique set of skills and strengths that showcase the role 

of zoos in global conservation efforts. This includes expertise in conservation 

technology, ecological applications, reproductive management, community 

engagement, disease surveillance, genetic rescue, education, wildlife health, 

nutrition and care; and is also home to one of the Alliance’s most valuable assets—

the Wildlife Biodiversity Bank—a resource consisting of living cells and nonliving 

samples that can be used to bring species back from the brink of extinction.

 The work of San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance centers around key species in eight 

ecoregional “hubs” around the world. The following hubs signify areas of high 

concern, and some of the key species within them:

  African Forest: Gorilla, chimpanzee, Pseudohydrosme ebo, forest elephant

  Amazonia: Jaguar, Andean bear, giant otter, 

  Asian Rainforest: Tiger, orangutan, Asiatic black bear, Komodo dragon, orchid

  Australian Forest: Koala, platypus, Tasmanian devil,      

 Lord Howe stick insect, eucalyptus

  Oceans: Polar bear and African penguin

  Pacific Islands: ‘Alalā, akikiki, Galápagos pink iguana, Fiji iguana, orchid

  Savanna: Elephant, white rhino, black rhino, lion, leopard, hirola, giraffe,   

 cheetah, Grevy zebra, vulture, cycad, and fever tree 

  Southwest: Quino checkerspot butterfly, monarch butterfly, burrowing owl,   

 desert tortoise, mountain yellow-legged frog, Pacific pocket mouse,

 thick-billed parrot, coastal scrub oak, and Torrey pine 

COLLABORATIVE San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance is dedicated to collaborative conservatio

EFFORTS:  programs that safeguard and restore biodiversity, engage communities, foster 

human-wildlife coexistence, reintroduce wildlife into native habitats, contribute 

to ecosystem restoration and health, mitigate disease, preserve genetic resources, 

and inspire change through education and outreach. Through its joint efforts with 

a global network of nearly 200 leading and renowned conservation organizations, 

in 45 countries and on six continents, San Diego Wildlife Alliance envisions a 

world where all life thrives. To date, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance has helped 

reintroduce more than 44 endangered species into native habitats, many of 

which were born at the Zoo, the Safari Park or one of the five conservation 

stations it manages.
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 San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance’s notable multidisciplinary field conservation 

programs include collaborative efforts to protect savanna elephant, giraffe, hirola 

and leopard in Kenya, polar bears in the Arctic, a diverse array of unique wildlife 

in our own backyard here in southern California and northern Mexico,  forest 

birds in the Hawaiian Islands; giant otters near the Cocha Cashu Biological Station 

in Peru’s Manu National Park; and gorillas, chimpanzees other wildlife around 

our three field stations in Cameroon’s Ebo forest. These programs promote and 

sustain conservation and recovery of endangered wildlife and their habitats, while 

providing training opportunities for scientists and resource managers.

WHO:  Wildlife care specialists, veterinarians, nutritionists and other team members 

at the San Diego Zoo and the San Diego Zoo Safari Park, as well as hundreds of 

wildlife scientists working around the world, are dedicated to the conservation 

of plants, animals and habitats to save wildlife through innovative wildlife 

health, science, recovery and management programs, and educational outreach. 

San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance members, donors and guests contribute to the 

conservation work at each of these world-class facilities.

BOILERPLATE:  About San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

 San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance is a nonprofit international conservation leader, 

committed to inspiring a passion for nature and working toward a world where all 

life thrives. The Alliance empowers people from around the globe to support their 

mission to conserve wildlife through innovation and partnerships. San Diego Zoo 

Wildlife Alliance supports cutting-edge conservation and brings the stories of their 

work back to the San Diego Zoo and San Diego Zoo Safari Park—giving millions 

of guests, in person and virtually, the opportunity to experience conservation 

in action. The work of San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance extends from San Diego 

to eco-regional conservation “hubs” across the globe, where their expertise and 

assets—including the renowned Wildlife Biodiversity Bank—are able to effectively 

align with hundreds of regional partners to improve outcomes for wildlife in more 

coordinated efforts. By leveraging these skills in wildlife care and conservation 

science, and through collaboration with hundreds of partners, San Diego Zoo 

Wildlife Alliance has reintroduced more than 44 endangered species to native 

habitats. Each year, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance’s work reaches over 1 billion 

people in 150 countries via news media, social media, their websites, educational 

resources and the San Diego Zoo Wildlife Explorers television programming, which 

is in children’s hospitals in 13 countries. Success is made possible by the support of 

members, donors and guests to the San Diego Zoo and San Diego Zoo Safari Park, 

who are Wildlife Allies committed to ensuring all life thrives. 
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SAN DIEGO ZOO SAFARI PARK

2022 FACT SHEET

WHAT:  San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance is an international nonprofit conservation 

organization that operates two world-class parks, the San Diego Zoo and the 

San Diego Zoo Safari Park, and empowers people to connect with plants and 

animals, develop an appreciation for nature, and contribute to the safeguarding 

of wildlife everywhere by becoming Wildlife Allies. With a focus on global 

health and the interconnectedness of human, wildlife and habitat health, 

San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance aims to drive greater conservation outcomes, 

including improving biodiversity and developing strong ecosystems. San Diego 

Zoo Wildlife Alliance collaborates, in partnership with hundreds of individuals 

and organizations in field projects worldwide, to innovate and implement full-

spectrum conservation strategies. This synergy between work at home and 

in the field inspires and catalyzes conservation action on behalf of wildlife in 

unparalleled ways and helps create a world where all life thrives.

 The San Diego Zoo Safari Park, an 1,800-acre wildlife park, is home to more than 

3,600 animals representing over 300 species. Located in Escondido, California, 

the Safari Park welcomes more than 1.5 million guests each year to see animals 

in herds of mixed species, in expansive savanna habitats. The Safari Park is a vast 

accredited botanical garden featuring more than 1.3 million plants, representing 

over 3,700 species. Guests are invited to take part in thrilling safari experiences 

and create lasting memories, while supporting San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance’s 

conservation efforts to save wildlife worldwide. 

LOCATION:  15500 San Pasqual Valley Road, Escondido, CA 92027 

NEWEST HABITAT:  Walkabout Australia transports guests to the Land Down Under to discover 

Australia’s remarkable wildlife and come face to face with some of the most 

mysterious animals on Earth—including two platypuses. Located in the Nelson 

M. Millsberg Platypus Habitat, these platypuses are the only two in the world 

currently residing outside of Australia. In addition to witnessing these one-of-a-

kind freshwater wonders, guests can explore Walkabout Australia’s grasslands 
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with kangaroos and wallabies, see Australian waterfowl, view tree kangaroos and 

cassowaries up close, and interact with Australian animal ambassadors.

SAFARI  The Africa Tram is an exciting expedition that takes guests on a guided adventure

EXPERIENCES:  2.5 miles around one of the Safari Park’s expansive savanna habitats. This guided 

tour provides guests the opportunity to connect with towers of giraffes, crashes 

of rhinos and flocks of exotic birds on a closer level. The tram is an open-air, soft-

wheeled vehicle inspired by the legendary safari trains of Africa. The Africa Tram is 

included in Safari Park admission. 

 A Behind-the-Scenes Safari allows guests to venture deep into the Safari 

Park and get a closer look at their favorite wildlife, and meet the wildlife care 

specialists who care for them. During these small-group tours, a quiet electric 

safari cart takes guests to exclusive areas not accessible to the public, where a 

knowledgeable guide shares how we care for wildlife, design state-of-the-art 

habitats, and carry out conservation work in San Diego and around the globe. 

Behind-the-Scenes Safaris are subject to availability. 

 A Wildlife Safari is a great way to see antelope, gazelles, giraffes, rhinos and more 

from the comfort of a covered, open-air safari truck and journey into our African 

savanna habitats with an expert guide. Get an up-close view of African animals, 

including some of our newest babies! Wildlife Safaris are subject to availability. 

 A Cart Safari brings guests amazing views of wildlife—in our African savanna 

habitat or Asian savanna habitat—from the comfort of our intimate safari 

carts. A knowledgeable guide will share information about our wildlife, and our 

conservation work locally and around the world. The relaxed pace allows for a 

more personalized look at the Safari Park and includes stops to capture great 

photos. Cart Safaris are subject to availability. 

 Flightline Safari, an exciting zip line adventure, allows guests to soar like a condor 

over the Safari Park. Riders enjoy instruction and a short fledgling flight before 

taking a safari vehicle to the top of a hill overlooking the San Pasqual Valley. 

From there, riders soar more than two-thirds of a mile over the Asian and African 

savanna habitats of exotic animals, including rhinos and antelope. Flightline 

Safaris are subject to availability. 
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 Roar & Snore Safari is an overnight tent-camping experience that overlooks the 

East Africa savanna habitat, the Safari Park’s largest, inhabited by giraffes, rhinos, 

antelope and more. Seasoned campers may enjoy a Classic or Vista tent, while 

those who prefer a more luxurious experience should check out our Premium 

Tents with queen-size beds and other amenities. Campers enjoy walking tours, a 

campfire program, meals and up-close wildlife encounters. Adults Only (for ages 

21+) Roar & Snore Safaris are available from February through December, and All 

Ages Roar & Snore Safaris are available February through November. There are 

special themed nights for various holidays and events. The Supreme Roar & Snore 

includes upgraded adventure elements including a zip line flight, Night Vision 

Safari, VIP viewing of a cheetah running at top speed, and more.

 Sun Up Cheetah Safari gives visitors a chance to witness the fastest animals on 

land and in air doing what they do best, all before the Safari Park opens. Safari 

guests take an early morning stroll with an experienced guide and enjoy the 

remarkable sights and sounds as a new day begins. An experienced guide will 

introduce wildlife as they journey to Shiley’s Cheetah Run. Once there, guests 

have a rare opportunity to see a wildlife ambassador cheetah run at top speed! 

Sun Up Cheetah Safaris are subject to availability and participants must purchase 

their admission before arriving at the Safari Park. 

 The Ultimate Safari is the key to off-view areas, wildlife interaction and the 

very best in personalized service. As a VIP, guests will receive a customized tour 

curated by the Safari Park’s team of professionals and spend up to seven hours 

exploring with a private tour guide. Each Ultimate Safari is tailored to individual 

interests and includes a meal. Ultimate Safaris require advance reservations 

(minimum 72 hours) and are subject to availability. 

 Enjoy unbelievable views shared only by the birds that soar over the Safari Park 

grounds! Modeled after the hot air balloon tours of the Serengeti, the Balloon 

Safari tethered helium balloon rises silently up to 400 feet. Adventurers spend 

10 to 12 minutes in the sky over the Safari Park. The best time to fly is 9 a.m. to 

noon, and approximate hours of balloon operation are 9 a.m. to dusk. Prices vary 

depending on peak times and days.

 *Animal experiences are subject to change, based on the animals’ health and safety needs. 

Admission is separate and required. 
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YOUTH  Young explorers will love the Park’s play areas, including the Mawazo Jungle Gym,

FAVORITES:  the Conservation Carousel* and the Petting Kraal. Savanna Cool Zone is a water 

play area, the Village Playground is an interactive play area designed as an African 

village and the Tiger Trail Play Area features a simulated logging camp with play 

elements such as a rope climb and a log-walk bridge.

 *Additional fees required for Conservation Carousel rides.

HORTICULTURE Botanical enthusiasts can enjoy the Safari Park’s World Gardens, with thousands 

HIGHLIGHTS: of plants representing geographical areas from around the globe. Featured 

gardens include the Baja Garden and Old World Succulent Garden, Epiphyllum 

Trail, Bonsai Pavilion and California Nativescapes Garden.

SPECIAL   Safari Park 50th Anniversary

ACTIVITIES: May 10, 2022–Jan. 1, 2023

 Did you know that 2022 marks the 50th anniversary of the San Diego Zoo 

Safari Park? During those five decades, the Safari Park has played a huge role 

in the conservation of species ranging from condors and hornbills to rhinos and 

elephants. Its 1,800 acres offer the perfect setting to connect with nature and 

wildlife—and to rediscover your sense of wonder. From world-class habitats like 

Tull Family Tiger Trail and Walkabout Australia to the Africa Tram that takes you 

right into expansive, multispecies savanna habitats, there is no other place like the 

San Diego Zoo Safari Park. Come celebrate with us as we enter our second half-

century, and make memories that will last a lifetime!

NOTABLE DINING:  The Watering Hole at Kijamii Overlook is a full-service restaurant and bar 

offering fusion cuisine. The restaurant is located above the Safari Park’s East 

Africa savanna habitat and allows guests to watch rhinos, giraffes and other 

wildlife roam. 

 

 The Sheared Sheep, located at Walkabout Australia, offers snacks inspired by the 

Land Down Under, as well as specialty cocktail drinks and craft beer.  

HOURS*:         Open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., with extended hours seasonally.

 *Hours subject to change. 
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ADMISSION*:  1-Day Pass Any Day (includes one visit to the San Diego Zoo Safari Park, Africa 

Tram, and all regularly scheduled experiences): $65 Adult/$55 Child.

 * Prices and ticket packages are subject to change and availability. For more information, please 

visit our tickets webpage.

MEMBERSHIP:  San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance’s large membership base is vital in helping the 

nonprofit organization make a difference for wildlife around the globe and help 

build a world where all life can thrive. San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance offers a 

variety of individual and household membership options and benefits based on a 

person’s level of choice, and ensures that everyone can become wildlife allies.

PARKING:   Parking fee is $15 per vehicle; $20 for RV. Preferred parking is available on select 

weekends and holidays, weather and attendance permitting; it is available on a 

first-come, first-served basis, and there are no in and out privileges. The preferred 

parking fee is per vehicle, and is an additional $18 ($15 + $18 = $33 total to park in 

preferred parking).

PHONE:     760-747-8702

SOCIAL MEDIA:    Facebook

 Instagram

 Twitter

 YouTube

 TikTok

 Pinterest

 Flickr

 Giphy
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BOLETÍN DE PRENSA 

  Se celebrarán los 50 Años de Historia de Conservación 

de la Vida Silvestre del ‘San Diego Zoo Safari Park’

 con una Carroza en el 134° 

Desfile de las Rosas Presentado por Honda

Jirafas, Rinocerontes y una Camioneta del ‘Wildlife Safari’ Representan 

la Capacidad del Parque para Conectar a las Personas con la Vida Salvaje 

y Brindar Momentos que Cambian la Vida

SAN DIEGO, CA (7 de noviembre de 2022) – El próximo 2 de enero de 2023, la ‘San Diego Zoo Wildlife 

Alliance’, una organización internacional de conservación con dos “puertas frontales”, el San Diego Zoo 

y el San Diego Safari Park, participará en el 134° Desfile de las Rosas presentado por Honda y celebrando 

con una carroza el 50 Aniversario del Safari Park. El Parque abrió en 1972 y desde su comienzo, el salvar 

especies ha sido parte clave de su misión. El Safari Park ha jugado un enorme rol en la conservación de 

especies que van desde cóndores y aves de cálao hasta rinocerontes y elefantes. Con el lema “Celebrando 

50 Años de Conservación”, la carroza muestra rinocerontes, jirafas y la icónica experiencia ‘Wildlife Safari’ 
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demostrando, además, la capacidad del Parque de conectar a los visitantes con la vida silvestre, creando 

momentos que cambian vidas.

“A diferencia de cualquier otro lugar en la Tierra, el Safari Park transporta a los visitantes a extensos 

paisajes y ecosistemas dinámicos repletos de increíble vida silvestre, ofreciendo experiencias únicas donde 

las historias de la naturaleza y la conservación cobran vida”, dijo Paul Baribault, presidente y director 

ejecutivo de la San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance. “La conservación comienza con las personas y en Safari Park 

podemos establecer una conexión entre nuestros visitantes y la vida silvestre todos los días. Nuestro deseo 

es que el conectar a las personas con la vida silvestre inspire a apoyar nuestra misión y nuestros programas 

de conservación global para proteger la vida silvestre que está en peligro de extinción”.

La carroza “Celebrando 50 Años de Conservación” presenta a Neville, de 4 meses, y a su madre Livia, 

dos rinocerontes blancos del sur que brindan una enorme esperanza a los esfuerzos vanguardistas para 

salvar a su pariente lejano, el rinoceronte blanco del norte. Quedando solamente 2 de éstas especies en 

el planeta, la ‘San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance’ combina las innovaciones en la ciencia de la conservación 

con más de un siglo de experiencia en vida silvestre  para salvaguardar las distintas especies. Neville es el 

tercer rinoceronte nacido como parte de este programa revolucionario en el ‘San Diego Zoo Safari Park’, 

uniéndose a Edward y Future, quienes también hicieron historia como los primeros rinocerontes blancos 

del sur nacidos por inseminación artificial en América del Norte. 

Firme y segura sobre sus patas de 4 pies de altura, esta Msituni (pronunciado si-tu-ní), una jirafa de 11 

meses nacida en el Safari Park con una discapacidad que no le permitía caminar, condición con la que 

no habría sobrevivido en su hábitat nativo. La joven jirafa requirió meses de atención crítica las 24 horas 

junto con varios pares de aparatos ortopédicos personalizados de su talla para sus piernas; con ellos pudo 

sostenerse mientras ganaba la fuerza necesaria para caminar. Hoy, después de recuperarse por completo, 

Msituni corre junto a docenas de jirafas, ñus, impalas, rinocerontes y búfalos del Cabo en las sabanas 

africanas del Safari Park.

Un par de grullas coronadas africanas vagan a través de exuberantes paisajes, mientras los padres de 

Msituni miran curiosos al camión de safari al aire libre lleno de invitados. Los conductores del vehículo 

son especialistas en el cuidado de la vida silvestre, veterinarios y científicos conservacionistas del Safari 

Park que han dedicado sus vidas al cuidado de Neville, Msituni y muchas otras especies en San Diego y en 

todo el mundo. A ellos se unen la Directora Ejecutiva del Safari Park, Lisa Peterson, y varios guías expertos 

en vida silvestre del Parque. Mostrando cómo un momento en el Safari Park puede cambiar una vida, se 

presentan a cuatro niños pequeños que podrían aspirar a ser la próxima generación de conservacionistas, 

rodeados de las maravillas de la vida silvestre y la intrincada belleza de la naturaleza. 

El arreglo floral planeado para la carroza ilustrará que tanto el Safari Park como el San Diego Zoo son 

jardines botánicos acreditados que cuentan con más de 2 millones de plantas, y además, sirven como un 

recordatorio de la dedicación que la San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance brinda a la conservación de plantas a 

través de sus múltiples esfuerzos, incluido el Banco de Biodiversidad de Vida Silvestre.
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Los 1,800 acres del Safari Park albergan numerosos trabajos de conservación vitales, con más de 3,600 

animales individuales de más de 300 especies y una colección botánica de más de 1.75 millones de plantas. 

El Safari Park da la bienvenida a más de 1 millón de visitantes cada año, brindando un entorno ideal para 

que los visitantes se conecten con la naturaleza y la vida silvestre, al tiempo que apoya los esfuerzos de 

conservación de la San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance en todo el mundo.  

Los pasajeros de la Carroza de la SDZWA incluyen a:
Barbara Durrant, Ph.D., director of reproductive sciences, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

Hilary Erbland, Safari Experiences guide, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Matt Kinney, DVM, senior veterinarian, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Asha Natividad, wildlife care specialist, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Lisa Peterson, executive director, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Oliver Ryder, Ph.D., director of conservation genetics, San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

Andrew Stehly, curator of birds, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Ollie Zirbel, lead wildlife care specialist, San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Sobre la Organización San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance
San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance es una organización internacional sin fines de lucro y líder en conservación, 

comprometida con inspirar la pasión por la naturaleza y crear un mundo donde toda vida prospere. La 

alianza brinda un empoderamiento a personas de todo el mundo para que apoyen su misión de conservar 

la vida silvestre a través de la innovación y las asociaciones. La San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance apoya la 

conservación moderna y trae las historias y experiencias de su labor al ‘San Diego Zoo’ y al ‘San Diego Zoo 

Safari Park’— brindando a millones de visitantes, en persona y virtualmente, la oportunidad de experimentar 

la conservación en plena acción. El trabajo de la San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance se extiende desde San Diego 

hasta sus centros de conservación estratégicos y en regiones en todo el mundo, donde sus fortalezas—a 

través de su “caja de herramientas de conservación”, incluido el renombrado Banco de Biodiversidad de Vida 

Silvestre—pueden alinearse eficazmente con cientos de socios de cada región para mejorar los resultados 

para la vida silvestre en esfuerzos más coordinados. Al aprovechar estas herramientas en el cuidado de la 

vida silvestre y la ciencia de conservación, y mediante la colaboración con cientos de socios, la San Diego 

Zoo Wildlife Alliance ha reintroducido más de 44 especies en peligro de extinción en hábitats nativos. Cada 

año, el trabajo de la San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance llega a más de 1 billón de personas en 150 países a través 

de los medios de comunicación, las redes sociales, sus sitios web, recursos educativos y el canal San Diego 

Zoo Kids, que se encuentra en hospitales infantiles en 13 países. El éxito es posible gracias al apoyo de los 

miembros, sus donadores y los visitantes del San Diego Zoo y el San Diego Zoo Safari Park, que son aliados 

por la vida silvestre comprometidos con garantizar que Toda Vida Prospere.

PARA PUBLICACIÓN INMEDIATA   CONTACTO: San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance Prensa en español    

Raúl Becerra-Llamas, publicrelations@sdzwa.org   |   310.923.3071   |   WEBSITE: sdzwa.org/pressroom   |   IMÁGENES / VIDEOS: AQUÍ
3

mailto:publicrelations@sdzwa.org
https://sandiegozoowildlifealliance.org/pressroom
https://sandiegozoo.app.box.com/s/njjs5fa66lzqxrzz5d7842pl86wf2ft8


 “San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance”

134 Desfile de las Rosas presentado por Honda 2023
“Un Nuevo Giro” 

PUNTOS IMPORTANTES

 San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance participará en el Desfile de las Rosas #134 presentado por Honda; el 

tema de este año: “Un Nuevo Giro”—con una carroza celebrando el 50 aniversario del Safari Park. 

 El tema de la carroza del Safari Park es “Celebrando 50 años de conservación”. Representando 

rinocerontes, jirafas y la icónica experiencia Wildlife Safari del Safari Park, la carroza de este año da 

vida a la capacidad del Safari Park para conectar a los visitantes con la vida silvestre y crear momentos 

que cambian la vida.

 Una visita al Safari Park puede brindarles a los visitantes la oportunidad de establecer una conexión 

emocional con la vida silvestre e inspirarse en ella. Esta conexión podría permitirles hacer “un nuevo 

giro” en sus propias vidas y comprender lo que pueden hacer en casa, en su comunidad o en todo el 

mundo para marcar la diferencia para la vida silvestre y los hábitats.

 A diferencia de cualquier otro lugar en la Tierra, el Safari Park transporta a los visitantes a paisajes 

extensos y ecosistemas dinámicos repletos de increíble vida salvaje, ofreciendo experiencias únicas. En 

el Safari Park, un momento puede cambiar toda una vida.

Puntos Importantes Adicionales :

 En la carroza se encuentran Neville, de 4 meses, y su madre Livia, dos rinocerontes blancos del sur que 

traen esperanza a los esfuerzos vanguardista para salvar a su pariente lejano, el rinoceronte blanco del 

norte. Con solo dos rinocerontes blancos del norte que quedan en la Tierra, la San Diego Zoo Wildlife 

Alliance está combinando la ciencia innovadora de la conservación con más de un siglo de experiencia 

en vida silvestre para ayudar a salvar la especie.

 También aparece Msituni (pronunciado; sí-tú-ny), una jirafa de 11 meses nacida en el Safari Park. Nació 

sin poder caminar por una condición en la que no habría sobrevivido en su hábitat nativo, requirió 
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meses de atención las 24 horas del día, junto con varios pares de aparatos ortopédicos personalizados 

para las piernas, para sostenerla mientras ganaba la fuerza necesaria para caminar. Hoy, Msituni se ha 

recuperado por completo y corre junto a docenas de otras jirafas, ñus, impalas, rinocerontes y búfalos 

del Cabo en las sabanas africanas del Safari Park.

 Un par de grullas coronadas africanas se paran en el exuberante paisaje, mientras los padres de Msituni 

se asoman a un camión de safari al aire libre lleno de “invitados”. Las personas abordo del camión 

son especialistas en el cuidado de la vida silvestre, veterinarios y científicos conservacionistas del 

Safari Park, que han dedicado sus vidas a la conservación de la vida silvestre en San Diego y en todo el 

mundo. A ellos se unen la directora ejecutiva del Safari Park, guías expertos en vida silvestre y cuatro 

niños pequeños que representan a la próxima generación de conservacionistas.

 Las flores en la carroza ilustran que tanto el San Diego Zoo como el Safari Park son jardines botánicos 

acreditados que cuentan con más de 2 millones de plantas, y sirve como un recordatorio de la 

dedicación de la San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance a la conservación de plantas a través de sus muchos 

esfuerzos, incluido el Banco de Biodiversidad de Vida Silvestre. Parte del material vegetal utilizado 

para decorar las grullas coronadas se cultivó en el Safari Park.

 Los 1,800 acres del Safari Park es la casa de los esfuerzos vitales de conservación, con más de 3,600 

animales individuales de más de 300 especies y una colección botánica de más de 1.75 millones de 

plantas. El Safari Park da la bienvenida a más de 1 millón de visitantes cada año, brindando un entorno 

ideal para que los visitantes se conecten con la naturaleza y la vida silvestre, al tiempo que apoya los 

esfuerzos de conservación de la San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance en todo el mundo.

 La San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance (SDZWA) es una organización internacional de conservación con 

dos “puertas de entrada”; el mundialmente famoso San Diego Zoo y el bello Safari Park en Escondido, 

California, que hacen posible la conservación global y el trabajo de la asociación.

 El éxito de la San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance es posible gracias al apoyo de los miembros, donantes 

e invitados del San Diego Zoo y del Safari Park, quienes son aliados de la vida silvestre. Tú también 

puedes ser un aliado para la vida silvestre: visítanos en sdzwa.org.

Puntos Importantes sobre el 50 aniversario del Safari Park:

 El Safari Park se construyó originalmente para ser el “zoológico del futuro” y cambió para siempre la 

apariencia de los zoológicos. Hoy, 50 años después de que abrió sus puertas, el Safari Park acerca a los 

visitantes a la vida silvestre, con la esperanza de inculcarles el deseo de hacer una diferencia para las 

especies en peligro de extinción y sus hábitats.
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 El Safari Park es el hogar de más de 3,600 animales y 1.2 millones de plantas, incluyendo tres hábitats 

de 100 cien acres con grandes manadas itinerantes de vida silvestre. En el Safari Park, un momento 

puede cambiar toda una vida. No hay lugar en la Tierra como el Safari Park.

 Desde el principio, salvar especies ha sido parte de nuestra misión. El Safari Park ha jugado un papel 

muy importante en la conservación de especies que van desde cóndores y cálaos hasta rinocerontes y 

elefantes.

 Este aniversario histórico no solo es una oportunidad para reflexionar sobre los últimos 50 años de 

impacto creado por “San Diego Zoo Safari Park”, sino también un momento para mirar hacia adelante 

y ver cuál puede ser nuestro futuro: un lugar donde la ciencia y la biotecnología funcionen a la 

perfección. con el cuidado de la vida silvestre de clase mundial.

 Cada vez que visita el Safari Park, compra un artículo o comparte lo que sabe sobre la vida silvestre y 

la conservación, ayuda a la San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance a dar un paso más para lograr su misión de 

salvar animales y plantas en todo el mundo y crear un mundo donde toda vida prospera

 Para obtener más información, visite: sdzsafaripark.org #safaripark50 
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“Celebrating 50 Years of Conservation” 

This year, we celebrate the San Diego Zoo Safari Park’s 50th anniversary, and the life-changing moments 

that happen here, which have transformed the future of conservation—and our world—forever. Unlike any 

other place on Earth, the Safari Park transports guests into sprawling landscapes and dynamic ecosystems 

teeming with wildlife, offering one-of-a-kind experiences with wildlife and unparalleled moments where 

authentic stories of nature and conservation come to life. These moments leave us better than we were 

before, and they change how we see the world. And it’s in these moments we realize that we can change it 

for the better. 

Celebrating 50 Years of Conservation, the Safari Park has inspired countless people worldwide, reminding 

each of us that, together, hope for a better tomorrow is just around the corner.
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At the front of the float is four-month-old Neville and his mom Livia, two southern white rhinos who 

bring enormous hope to the cutting-edge efforts to save their northern white rhino cousins. With only 

two northern white rhinos left on Earth—a mother and daughter pair—San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance is 

combining groundbreaking conservation science with more than a century of world-class wildlife expertise 

to save them. In fact, Neville is the third rhino born as part of this revolutionary program at the San Diego 

Zoo Safari Park—joining Edward and Future, who also made history as the first southern white rhinos born 

through artificial insemination in North America. The science is working—and as Neville and his saucer-

sized feet continue to grow, so do the dreams for rhino conservation worldwide. 
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Standing tall on her 4-foot legs and looking for a cool drink from the flowing waterfalls is Msituni (see-

TOO-nee), an 11-month-old giraffe whose name means “in the forest” in Swahili. Born unable to walk, a 

condition she would not have survived in her native habitat, Msituni required months of critical around-

the-clock care, along with several pairs of custom giraffe-sized orthotic leg braces, to support her while she 

gained the necessary strength and eventually learned to walk. Today, after making a full recovery, Msituni 

runs alongside dozens of other giraffes, as well as herds of wildebeest, impalas, rhinos, and Cape buffalo 

across the hills and grasslands of the Safari Park’s African savannas. 
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Four African crowned cranes meander through lush landscapes, giving us a glimpse into the Safari Park’s 

more than 1.3 million individual plants, which are cared for by dedicated teams of horticulturists. More 

than 3,700 plant species, and several accredited botanical gardens, are part of the Safari Park’s global 

conservation efforts. Hundreds of individual plants, delicately propagated and grown at the Safari Park, 

have been brought to Pasadena and are on the float, bringing the vibrant savanna grasslands—and this 

moment—to life.

From the back, and standing 15 feet tall, Msituni’s parents’ peek with curiosity into an open-air safari 

truck full of guests, immersed in this life-changing moment. The riders are the wildlife care specialists, 

veterinarians, and conservation scientists from the Safari Park who have dedicated their lives to caring 

for Neville, Msituni, and countless others in San Diego and around the globe. They are joined by Executive 

Director of the Safari Park Lisa Peterson and expert safari guides, as well as the next generation of 

conservationists, as they experience this one-of-a-kind adventure surrounded by the wonders of wildlife 

and intricate beauty of nature. 

A moment can change a lifetime—and every moment at the Safari Park is a remarkable journey, with the 

opportunity to touch hearts and change the world. Conservation starts with people, and as the lyrics of 

“We Will Rise” remind us, with strength and bravery, together we will rise. From the brave and innovative 

efforts to save the northern white rhino through a first-of-its-kind surrogacy program, to the dedicated 

around-the-clock care giving the world’s wildlife a second chance, and the lifelong connections that make 

our world a smaller place—and unite us—these transformational moments happen every day at the San 

Diego Zoo Safari Park. And every time they happen, we turn the corner, bringing us one step closer to a 

world where all life thrives.
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