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Kaiser Permanente’s 2019 Rose Parade ® Float Celebrates 

Music Moves Us – Inspiring a Healthier World 
Musicians from LA Phil, Youth Orchestra Los Angeles (YOLA) and Kaiser Permanente will ride atop the float 

PASADENA, Calif., Dec. 1, 2018 — Kaiser Permanente’s 2019 Rose Parade® float, “Music Moves Us – 

Inspiring a Healthier World,” showcases the role music plays in supporting healthier lives and embodies the 

2019 Tournament of Roses® parade theme, Melody of Life, which celebrates music as a universal language. 

This year’s float draws its design inspiration from the Hollywood Bowl and Walt Disney Concert Hall, the 

iconic Los Angeles landmarks that are home to the Los Angeles Philharmonic (LA Phil). Twenty-seven 

musicians from the LA Phil, Youth Orchestra Los Angeles (YOLA) and Kaiser Permanente will ride atop the 

float, playing together under the direction of of LA Phil Assistant Conductor Paolo Bortolameolli. 

“Music helps energize us as individuals and collectively in groups and supports our vision of total health by 

recognizing the importance of the mind, body and spirit,” said Julie Miller Phipps, regional president, Kaiser 

Permanente Southern California Health Plan and Hospitals. “We hope this float inspires everyone to enjoy 

music as a key pathway to their total health, and we are honored to have this incredible partnership with the LA 

Phil.  

Kaiser Permanente and the LA Phil have recently begun a multi-year collaboration utilizing Kaiser 

Permanente’s community health experience and childhood development expertise to support the LA Phil’s 

renowned YOLA music education program.  

“We are absolutely thrilled to be expanding our partnership with Kaiser Permanente and grateful for their 

support of our YOLA educators. The Rose Parade will offer an incredible opportunity to promote our shared 

vision of how we can use music to create healthier people and healthier communities,” said Simon Woods, chief 

executive officer, LA Phil.  

In addition to the 23 musicians from the LA Phil and YOLA, five Kaiser Permanente musicians will ride atop 

the float as well; each has demonstrated a passion for music and the role it plays in promoting total health. They 

include: 

• Betty Lin, MD, an OB-GYN physician at Kaiser Permanente Richmond Medical Center (California), 
has inspired other physicians and employees to bring music and medicine together in what has become a 

harmonious tradition called the KP Reading Orchestra, a pop-up group of musicians, most of them in 

health care.

• John “Edward” Rott, MD, a Kaiser Permanente San Diego pediatrician and regional assistant medical 
director, plays the violin and viola to maintain daily emotional balance. While in medical school, he 
formed a chamber music group to play for patients in hospital waiting rooms because he believes in the 
healing power of music.

• Ismael Jimenez, a Kaiser Permanente nurse practitioner in Palmdale, enjoys playing the guitar and the 
conga. He listens to music while making his rounds. Music keeps this former band member energized 
and makes him feel healthy and more positive.
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• Mirlene Sylvestre, a Kaiser Permanente laboratory assistant in Georgia, plays the flute and piccolo to

help regulate breathing, relieve stress and keep a smile on her face.

• Phil Leece, a Kaiser Permanente HealthConnect® project manager, enriches the education of children

in Colorado through music as the founder and member of Second Bell, a rock-and-roll band that donates

100 percent of its profits to Denver’s elementary public schools music programs.

“Music Moves Us – Inspiring a Healthier World,” Kaiser Permanente’s 14th Rose Parade® float entry, was 

designed and built by Fiesta Parade Floats. The colorful rendition of the Hollywood Bowl’s bandshell at the rear 

of the float is surrounded by a swirling music bar that features notes from the music being played from the 

float—Finale from The Firebird by Igor Stravinsky. The beautiful floral arrangement mirrors the colors in Lily 

Disney’s garden and the iconic steel curvature of Frank Gehry’s masterpiece is recreated organically. The float 

will be highlighted by a dazzling display of daytime fireworks.  

Kaiser Permanente’s past float entries have received numerous awards, including the Grand Marshal’s Trophy 

(2016); Judge’s Special Trophy for the most spectacular in showmanship and dramatic impact (2015); Theme 

Trophy for excellence in presenting the parade theme (2013); Lathrop K. Leishman Trophy for the most 

beautiful float entry from a non-commercial sponsor (2014, 2012); Director's Trophy for most artistic merit in 

design and floral presentation (2011, 2008, 2006); Extraordinaire Trophy for the "most spectacular" float longer 

than 55 feet (2010); Tournament Special Trophy for exceptional merit in multiple classifications (2009); and 

President's Trophy for most effective floral use and presentation (2007). 

For additional information about the 2019 Rose Parade, please visit the Tournament of Roses website. 

For more information about the Kaiser Permanente Rose Parade Float, “Inspiring Healthy 

Communities,” please follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 

About Kaiser Permanente 

Kaiser Permanente is committed to helping shape the future of health care. We are recognized as one of America’s leading heal th 

care providers and not-for-profit health plans. Founded in 1945, Kaiser Permanente has a mission to provide high-quality, 

affordable health care services and to improve the health of our members and the communities we serve. We currently serve more 
than 12.2 million members in eight states and the District of Columbia. Care for members and patients is focused on their total 

health and guided by their personal Permanente Medical Group physicians, specialists and team of caregivers. Our expert and 

caring medical teams are empowered and supported by industry-leading technology advances and tools for health promotion, 

disease prevention, state-of-the-art care delivery and world-class chronic disease management. Kaiser Permanente is dedicated to 
care innovations, clinical research, health education and the support of community health. For more information, go 

to: kp.org/share. 
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2019 Rose Parade – Float Details 

 

“Music Moves Us – Inspiring a Healthier World” 
 
“Music Moves Us – Inspiring a Healthier World,” Kaiser Permanente’s 

2019 Rose Parade® float, showcases the role music plays in supporting 

healthier lives and advancing total health. Total Health recognizes the 

importance of a mind, body and spirit approach to health, and Kaiser 

Permanente believes that music is a universal language that inspires us 

both mentally and physically to achieve a healthier lifestyle. 

 

This year Kaiser Permanente is teaming with the LA Phil in honor of 

their Centennial Season and the float will feature musicians from the LA 

Phil, Youth Orchestra Los Angeles (YOLA) and Kaiser Permanente, 

playing together under the direction of LA Phil Assistant Conductor 

Paolo Bortolameolli. 

 

“Music Moves Us – Inspiring a Healthier World” draws inspiration from two of Los Angeles’ renowned landmarks – The 

Hollywood Bowl and the Walt Disney Concert Hall. The colorful bowl at the back of the float is surrounded by a swirling 

music bar featuring notes of the music being played from the float—Finale from The Firebird by Igor Stravinsky. The 

beautiful floral arrangement mirrors the colors in Lilly Disney’s garden and the iconic steel curvature of Frank Gehry’s 

masterpiece is recreated organically. It all crescendos with a special fireworks spectacular. 

Walt Disney Concert Hall: The sleek, stainless steel walls of the architecturally stunning Walt Disney Concert Hall have 

been artistically duplicated in individual petals of silverleaf protea. The red color of the Freedom Roses was a favorite of 

Lillian Disney – benefactor of the Walt Disney Concert Hall. 

Hollywood Bowl Band Shell: The exterior façade of the Hollywood Bowl is created in crisp white coconut chips. 

Simulating color lights in the interior of the band shell has been created by artistically shading and blending creamy white, 

yellow and gold strawflower petals. Its 24-foot overall height includes a distinctive set of arches that fold down in sections 

to 16 feet in height to enable the float to drive under low wires and the 210 Freeway bridge at the end of the parade route. 

Musical bar and deck gardens: The elegant lines of the musical bar are crafted in gold strawflower petals with floating 

notes decorated in golden clover seed. Dramatic deck gardens of over 12,000 red Freedom Roses intertwine with opulent 

floral displays in rich red and burgundy tones. Featured are ginger, anthuriums, peony, Samatra lilies, and cymbidium 

orchid sprays with Prestige, Rouge Baiser and Black Magic roses. 

 

2019 Float Details: The float measures 24 feet high, 18 feet wide, and 55 feet long. “Music Moves Us – Inspiring a 

Healthier World,” marks Kaiser Permanente’s 14th Rose Parade float entry and is once again brought to life by Fiesta 

Parade Floats and designed by Stanley Meyers. Every year, more than 500 Kaiser Permanente employees and their 

families volunteer to decorate the float. 

 

Kaiser Permanente’s past float entries have received numerous awards, including the Grand Marshal’s Trophy (2016); 

Judge’s Special Trophy for the most spectacular in showmanship and dramatic impact (2015); Theme Trophy for 

excellence in presenting the parade theme (2013); Lathrop K. Leishman Trophy for the most beautiful float entry from a 

non-commercial sponsor (2014, 2012); Director's Trophy for most artistic merit in design and floral presentation (2011, 

2008, 2006); Extraordinaire Trophy for the "most spectacular" float longer than 55 feet (2010); Tournament Special 

Trophy for exceptional merit in multiple classifications (2009); and President's Trophy for most effective floral use and 

presentation (2007). 
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2019 Rose Parade – Media Overview 

“Music Moves Us – Inspiring a Healthier World” 

Music Moves Us – Inspiring a Healthier World,” Kaiser Permanente’s 2019 Rose Parade® float showcases the role music 

plays in supporting healthier lives and embodies the 2019 Tournament of Roses® parade theme, Melody of Life, which 

celebrates music as a universal language. This year’s float draws its design inspiration from the Hollywood Bowl and 

Walt Disney Concert Hall, the iconic Los Angeles landmarks that are home to the Los Angeles Philharmonic (LA Phil). 

Twenty-eight musicians from the LA Phil, Youth Orchestra Los Angeles (YOLA) and Kaiser Permanente will ride atop 

the float, playing together under the direction of LA Phil Assistant Conductor Paolo Bortolameolli. 

In addition to the 23 musicians from the LA Phil and YOLA, five Kaiser Permanente musicians will ride atop the float as 

well; each has demonstrated a passion for music and the role it plays in promoting total health. They include:  

• Betty Lin, MD, an OB-GYN physician at Kaiser Permanente Richmond Medical Center (California), has inspired 

other physicians and employees to bring music and medicine together in what has become a harmonious tradition 

called the KP Reading Orchestra, a pop-up group of musicians, most of them in health care, that make music free 

and accessible to the public.

• John “Edward” Rott, MD, a Kaiser Permanente San Diego pediatrician and regional assistant medical director, 
plays the violin and viola to maintain daily emotional balance. While in medical school, he formed a chamber 
music group to play for patients in hospital waiting rooms because he believes in the healing power of music.

• Ismael Jimenez, a Kaiser Permanente nurse practitioner in Palmdale, enjoys playing the guitar and the conga. He 
listens to music while making his rounds. Music keeps this former band member energized and makes him feel 
healthy and more positive.

• Mirlene Sylvestre, a Kaiser Permanente laboratory assistant in Georgia, plays the flute and piccolo to help 
regulate breathing, relieve stress and keep a smile on her face.

• Phil Leece, a Kaiser Permanente HealthConnect® project manager, enriches the education of children in 
Colorado through music as the founder and member of Second Bell, a rock-and-roll band that donates 100 percent 
of its profits to Denver’s elementary public schools music programs.

“Music Moves Us – Inspiring a Healthier World,” marks Kaiser Permanente’s 14th Rose Parade float entry and was once 

again brought to life by Fiesta Parade Floats, and designed by Stanley Meyers. Every year, more than 500 Kaiser 

Permanente employees and their families volunteer to decorate the float. This year’s entry measures 24 feet high, 18 feet 

wide, and 55 feet long. The beautiful floral arrangement mirrors the colors in Lily Disney’s garden and the iconic steel 

curvature of Frank Gehry’s masterpiece is recreated organically. It all crescendos with a special firework spectacular. 

https://tournamentofroses.com/events-calendar/the-130th-rose-parade/
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2019 Rose Parade – Float Rider Profiles 

Float Rider Profiles 

Betty Lin, MD, an OB-GYN physician at Kaiser Permanente Richmond Medical Center 
(California) who has inspired other physicians and employees to bring music and medicine 
together in what has become a harmonious tradition called Kaiser Permanente Reading 

Orchestra. This pop-up group of musicians, most of them in health care. 

Mirlene Sylvestre a Kaiser Permanente laboratory assistant in Georgia who plays the 
flute and piccolo to help relieve stress and keep a smile on her face. Sylvestre first learned to 

play and read music during high school where she was part of the virtuoso, marching, and 

symphonic band. She continued to pursue music from high school and through college, and 

is classically trained.

Ismael Jimenez a Kaiser Permanente nurse practitioner in Palmdale, believes music 
keeps him energized. Jimenez learned to play several instruments in middle school and high 
school and enjoys playing the guitar, percussions and some piano. He’s played in several 
bands and in the most recent one – a Salsa and Latin Jazz ensemble – he was the guitar 
player and vocalist.

John “Edward” Rott, MD, a Kaiser Permanente San Diego pediatrician and 
regional assistant medical director, plays the violin and viola to maintain daily 

emotional balance. While in medical school, he formed a chamber music group to play for 

patients in hospital waiting rooms because he believes in the healing power of music.

Philip Leece a Kaiser Permanente HealthConnect® project manager, enriches the 
education of children in Colorado through music as the founder and member of Second Bell, 

a rock-and-roll band that donates 100 percent of its profits to Denver’s public schools music 

programs. A classically trained pianist who earned his degree in Music, Theory and 

Harmony, he also taught himself how to play the guitar, bass guitar and percussion.



        

2019 Rose Parade – LA Phil Profiles 

 

The Los Angeles Philharmonic  
  
Redefining what an orchestra can be, the LA Phil is as vibrant as Los Angeles, one of the world’s most open and dynamic 

cities. This internationally renowned orchestra harnesses the transformative power of live music to, among other things, 

inspire a healthier world. The LA Phil is pleased to partner with Kaiser Permanente and include a dozen of our musicians 

as riders on the float themed: Music Moves Us – Inspiring a Healthier World. 

 

These riders include violinist Camille Avellano. Camille joined the LA Phil in 1981 and comes 

from a family of professional musicians. She feels incredibly fortunate to be able to use her 

musical abilities to connect with others, whether they are Philharmonic subscribers, homeless 

people on Skid Row, or the incarcerated. She strongly believes that music is a uniquely human 

art form and a critical part of a healthy life. One of the non-musical ways she stays healthy is 

through hiking – last year, after playing two recitals in Lima, Peru, she traveled to Cusco where 

she completed a four-day trek over a 15,200-foot mountain pass to Machu Picchu.  

 

Another violinist, Ingrid Chun has been with the LA Phil since 2005. When Ingrid’s family 

immigrated from Taiwan to Los Angeles, they joined Kaiser Permanente and continue to be members to this day, more 

than 30 years later. Kaiser has helped Ingrid’s family through rough time times of cancer and major illnesses, providing 

quality care form a compassionate staff. Through her travels with the LA Phil, Ingrid has witnessed how music transcends 

the boundaries of language and culture, helping humanity to unite and heal.  

 

For bassoonist Michele Grego, who joined the LA Phil in 1996, the opportunity to ride on a 

Rose Parade float along with musicians from Youth Orchestra LA (YOLA) is a very special 

experience. She’s been actively involved in YOLA, having taught the very first bassoonist in 

the program, who is now a freshman at the Peabody Conservatory on a full tuition and 

housing scholarship. In addition, Michele and her family have a long-standing tradition of 

watching the parade in person – in fact, they’ve attended every Tournament of Roses parade 

for the past 18 years, rain or shine. An avid swimmer, Michele believes that any exercise she 

can work into the day has a tremendous impact on her ability to keep performing day after 

day.  

  



        

2019 Rose Parade – LA Phil Profiles 

 

Echoing her sentiments about daily activity is violinist Michelle Tseng. Michele, who was born in Southern California 

and attended USC, believes that musicians can think of themselves as athletes in that they have to lead very healthy, 

active lifestyles in order to perform at their best mentally and physically. She keeps active with 

swimming, rock climbing, yoga, and weightlifting and feels that there’s a symbiotic 

relationship between her healthy lifestyle and performance on stage. 

 

Another LA Phil musician who takes the time to stay healthy is keyboardist Joanne Pearce 

Martin, who joined the LA Phil in 2001 and balances her busy career as a soloist, chamber 

musician, and recording artist. Joanne feels that music is a mood elevator and ascribes her 

overall good health to her commitment to music. When she’s not making music in some form, 

Joanne’s in the air as an instrument-rated airline pilot and master-rated skydiver. 

 

One of the LA Phil’s newer members is Los Angeles native Matthew Howard, Principal Percussion, who’s happy to be 

part of the orchestra he grew up watching. He’s been playing the drums since the age of 15 and is a USC graduate. Matt 

has recently gotten back into boxing and has noticed that he performs at his best when training. He also plays golf and has 

found many similarities in playing drums.  

 

Other LA Phil musicians on the float include violist Leticia Oaks Strong, who has been with the LA Phil since 1994. 

Leticia experienced a temporary halt to her music making due to a shoulder injury, but fortunately, with the help of a team 

of health professionals, she’s back to making music with a greater appreciation and respect for the physical demands of 

performing. Marion Arthur Kuszyk, Associate Principal Oboe, has been with the LA Phil 

since 1995. She sees a connection between the energy in music and healing powers and feels 

we can all be connected through the transformative power of music. Bassist Michael Fuller, 

a first-year Resident Fellow at the LA Phil (the Resident Fellows program provides 

opportunities for early career musicians of the highest caliber representing or serving 

historically underrepresented populations). Michael believes health and music go hand in 

hand and is especially tuned in to how his health affects his performance; he’s also a proud 

member of Kaiser Permanente. Fabian Fuertes joined the LA Phil in 2018 as an Education 

Project Manager, Social Innovation. He is responsible for project development within the LA 

Phil’s Learning Department for YOLA sites, National Take a Stand, and related YOLA initiatives. He began studying 

clarinet at the age of 8, and as a first-generation Latinx native of Southern California, he considers it an incredible 

privilege to support intensive music programming and academic support to students from underserved communities, 

empowering them to become vital citizens, leaders, and agents of change. Fuertes will be playing the clarinet. 

 

 Completing the LA Phil float rider roster is Assistant Conductor Paolo Bortolameolli, who 

started with the LA Phil as a Dudamel Fellow in 2017. Along with his musical personality, 

Paolo brings a visual, synthetic, and collaborative approach to music that is infused by his 

fascination for interplay among the arts.  

 

 

 

 



        

2019 Rose Parade – YOLA Profiles 

 

 

Youth Orchestra Los Angeles Profiles 
 

Andy Gonzalez is a 15-year-old French horn player from the YOLA at EXPO program in 

South Los Angeles. He joined YOLA eight years ago when he was just seven. Andy looks 

forward to going to YOLA three times a week and getting to play with his peers and share 

their passion for music. His YOLA experience has made him more disciplined in school and 

helped prepare him for college, where he may major in music. For Andy, music helps him 

focus whenever he’s working on something, and he wants to be able to have a positive 

influence on others through music. Andy is currently in tenth grade at the Foshay Learning 

Center, and he and his family are Kaiser Permanente members.  

 

Nataly Gonzalez is also an eight-year veteran of the YOLA at HOLA program in Los 

Angeles’ Rampart District. Nataly is a 17-year-old trumpet player in YOLA and a senior at 

Robert F. Kennedy – UCLA Community High School. Nataly took immediately to her 

instrument, loving its brassy tones that ring out expressively. YOLA is a constant source of 

inspiration to Nataly. Though she already commits more than 12 hours per week to the 

program, Nataly finds herself coming in even on her days off. “YOLA is like my second 

family. Every day that I am there is a day that I am even more inspired. All through the 

building, you are able to hear music being created. The beautiful sounds that my peers create 

are what inspire the most.” 

 

Seventeen-year-old Christian Cruz plays the trumpet alongside Nataly in the YOLA at 

HOLA program. He is a senior at the School for the Visual Arts and Humanities in Los 

Angeles. Throughout his five years in the program, Christian has delved deeply into his 

musical study, enjoying digging into the music in his brass sectional rehearsals. This past 

summer, he joined Los Tigres Del Norte on stage at the Hollywood Bowl as part of a night 

of norteño music. The experience showed Christian first hand “how music brings 

communities together and makes them stronger,” when he saw his family and the families of 

his peers cheering them on from the crowd.  

 

 



        

2019 Rose Parade – YOLA Profiles 

 

 

 

Currently a senior at Camino Nuevo High School, Alexis Silva has played the oboe in YOLA at 

HOLA for the last two years. For Alexis, being part of an orchestra brings him “endless joy.” 

What he loves most about playing the oboe is being an “individual player in a sea full of unique 

instruments. I am at once an individual, but also part of something bigger than only me.” 

Playing in an orchestra has taught Alexis the value of getting involved in your community. In 

addition to playing the oboe, Alexis volunteers at YOLA helping other students and their 

parents and families. “Being involved with what is around me allows me to know what is going 

on in my community.” 

 

 

Additional YOLA students on the float include: from YOLA at HOLA,17-year-old trombonist Jaime Rodriguez, 15-

year-old cellist Alani Meeks, 14-year-old French horn player Audrey Chung, and 13-year-old trombonist Rebekah 

Marquez; from YOLA at EXPO, bassoonists Ingrid Hernandez and flutist Fryda Denisse Brito, both 17, and 15-year-

old clarinetist Karima Salazar; and from YOLA at Torres, 14-year-old cellist Estrella Cecilio.  



        

2019 Rose Parade – History of LA Phil  

 

“Music Moves Us – Inspiring a Healthier World” 
 
The LOS ANGELES PHILHARMONIC, under the vibrant leadership of Music & Artistic Director Gustavo Dudamel, presents an 

inspiring array of music through a commitment to foundational works and adventurous explorations. Both at home and abroad, the 

Philharmonic – recognized as one of the world’s outstanding orchestras – is leading the way in ground-breaking programming, both 

on stage and in the community, offering a diverse range of programs that reflect the orchestra’s artistry and demonstrate its vision. 

2018/19 marks the orchestra’s 100th season. 

 

More than 250 concerts are either performed or presented by the LA Phil at its two iconic venues: the Frank Gehry-designed Walt 

Disney Concert Hall and the Hollywood Bowl. These presentations represent a breadth and depth unrivaled by other orchestras or 

cultural institutions. 

 

During its winter season, with approximately 165 performances at Walt Disney Concert Hall, the LA Phil creates festivals, artist 

residencies, and other thematic programs designed to enhance the symphonic music experience and delve further into certain artists’ 

or composers’ work. The organization’s commitment to the music of our time is also evident throughout the season programming, as 

well as in the exhilarating Green Umbrella series and the LA Phil’s extensive commissioning initiatives.  

 

Since 2003, the LA Phil’s winter home has been the inimitable Walt Disney Concert Hall. Praise for both the design and the acoustics 

of Walt Disney Concert Hall has been effusive, and the building embodies the energy, imagination, and creative spirit of the city of 

Los Angeles and its orchestra. As Time magazine noted, “With its curvaceous exterior and acoustically adroit interior, Gehry’s 

building bestowed on the city an important architectural landmark and proved that L.A. residents actually do go to the symphony,” 

while The Washington Post stated, “At last this orchestra has a hall worthy of its stature.” 
 

Since its official opening in 1922, the Hollywood Bowl has been the summer home of the Los Angeles Philharmonic. One of the 

largest natural amphitheaters in the world, with a seating capacity of nearly 18,000, the Hollywood Bowl plays host to the finest artists 

from all genres of music. In February 2017, the Hollywood Bowl was named Best Major Outdoor Concert Venue for the 13th year in 

a row at the 28th Annual Pollstar Awards. For millions of music lovers across Southern California, the Hollywood Bowl is 

synonymous with summer.   

 

The orchestra’s involvement with Los Angeles extends far beyond symphony concerts in a concert hall, with performances in schools, 

churches, and neighborhood centers of a vastly diverse community. Among its wide-ranging education initiatives is Youth Orchestra 

LA (YOLA). Inspired by Venezuela’s revolutionary El Sistema, the LA Phil and its community partners provide free instruments, 

intensive music training, and leadership training to nearly 1,000 students from underserved neighborhoods, empowering them through 

multi-year engagement to be college-ready and on a path to becoming vital citizens, leaders, and agents of change. The LA Phil 

extends its reach nationwide through the LA Phil’s innovative initiative Take a Stand. In 2016, the LA Phil and Take a Stand partners 

launched the National Take a Stand Festival – a series of week-long youth orchestra camps with students from programs like YOLA 

across the country. The LA Phil recently announced the future opening of the Judith and Thomas L. Beckmen YOLA Center @ 

Inglewood, which will serve 500 students annually from the surrounding community, while also providing a facility that can bring 

together students from existing and future YOLA venues. 

 

The orchestra also undertakes tours, both domestically and internationally, including regular visits with partners in New York, Paris, 

and Tokyo, among others. The Philharmonic has been an International Associate at London’s Barbican Centre since 2009. The 

orchestra’s very first tour was in 1921, and the Philharmonic has made annual tours beginning with the 1969/70 season. Most recently, 

Dudamel and the LA Phil toured the West Coast of the United States in Fall 2016, performing in Costa Mesa, San Francisco, Davis, 

and Seattle. 

 

Always inspired to expand its cultural offerings, the LA Phil each season produces concerts featuring distinguished artists in recital, 

jazz, world music, songbook, and visiting orchestra performances, in addition to special holiday concerts and series of chamber music, 

organ recitals, and Baroque music.  

 

The Los Angeles Philharmonic was founded by William Andrews Clark, Jr., a millionaire and amateur musician, who established the 

city’s first permanent symphony orchestra in 1919. Walter Henry Rothwell became its first Music Director, serving until 1927; since 

then, ten renowned conductors have served in that capacity: Georg Schnéevoigt (1927-1929); Artur Rodzinski (1929-1933); Otto 

Klemperer (1933-1939); Alfred Wallenstein (1943-1956); Eduard van Beinum (1956-1959); Zubin Mehta (1962-1978); Carlo Maria 

Giulini (1978-1984); André Previn (1985-1989); Esa-Pekka Salonen (1992-2009); and Gustavo Dudamel (2009-present).  



        

2019 Rose Parade – YOLA  

 

Youth Orchestra of Los Angeles 
 

YOLA is the embodiment of Gustavo Dudamel’s belief that music is a fundamental human right. It democratizes music education by 

offering free, high quality music training to students 6 to 18 in neighborhoods that are often overlooked and underserved.  

 

What began as a single orchestra in 2007 has grown into eight ensembles in 10 years. YOLA began with 80 students at one site – it 

now serves more than 1,200 across four Los Angeles locations. YOLA is where social programming meets music education to yield 

vital citizens poised to change the future. 

 

YOLA is: 

• Intensive after-school training 

• Ensemble-based learning 

• Life skills development in leadership, mentorship, and communication 

• Academic tutoring and college prep 

• Parent and family engagement 

YOLA is Opportunity 

Through dedication and perseverance, YOLA students have earned unparalleled performance opportunities over the last decade 

performing in world class venues with pop and classical music stars alike: 

  

Venues: 

• Super Bowl 50 Halftime Show 

• Walt Disney Concert Hall 

• Hollywood Bowl 

• Barbican Centre, London 

• Suntory Hall, Tokyo 

• National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. 

YOLA Collaborators and Artists: 

• Chris Martin and Coldplay 

• Jennifer Hudson 

• Journey 

• Juanes 

• No Doubt 

• International Contemporary Ensemble 

• Sir Simon Rattle 

• Three alumni have received Posse Foundation scholarships 

• Pursuing diverse careers from engineering to music 

Alumni: 

• 100 percent high school graduation rate 

• 90 percent attend college 

• More than $50,000 in scholarships offered 

• Three alumni have received Posse Foundation scholarships 

• Pursuing diverse careers from engineering to music 

YOLA Community Partners: 

• Camino Nuevo Charter Academy 

• The Friends of Expo Center 

• Harmony Project 

• HOLA 

• City of Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks 
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