Pasadena Tournament of Roses®
ROSE PARADE® PRESENTED BY HONDA
The earliest Tournament of Roses welcomed 3,000 spectators to its first
parade filled with orange-blossom-bedecked, horse-drawn carriages.
More than a century later, the parade floats are a marvel of state of the art
technology, all tucked away beneath flowers and other all-natural materials.
Every New Year, visitors experience the beauty of the floral floats along with
spirited marching bands and high-stepping equestrian units along the 5 ⁄
mile route down Colorado Boulevard.

ROSE PARADE

44m

viewers
nationally*

28m
THE TOURNAMENT OF ROSES

viewers
internationally **

HOSTS TWO PRIMARY EVENTS:
THE ROSE PARADE AND THE
ROSE BOWL GAME AND
MANY ANCILLARY EVENTS.

700,000
estimated live
audience

ROSE BOWL GAME

28.3m

viewers nationally***

ROSE BOWL GAME PRESENTED BY NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL®

92,844

Known as the Granddaddy of Them All®, the Rose Bowl Game has been
a part of many college football legacies since its inception in 1902. The
game has showcased 20 Heisman Trophy winners, produced 29 national
champions, featured 216 consensus All-Americans and has honored 125
college football legends by inducting them into the Rose Bowl Hall of Fame.
The Rose Bowl Game presented by Northwestern Mutual showcases a
traditional and exciting matchup between teams from the Big Ten and
Pac-12 Conferences. Additionally, every three years the Rose Bowl Game

attendees

bowl sites around the country.

* 2018 Combined Viewership (ABC, Hallmark Channel, HGTV, KTLA 5, NBC, RFD TV, Univision) as reported by The Nielsen Company
** 2017 Dick Block Communications
***As reported by ESPN, the exclusive broadcaster of the Rose Bowl Game

Pasadena Tournament of Roses®
BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER
and beautiful weather, the Tournament of Roses now is known around-the-world as
America’s New Year Celebration®.
In 1890, club members, led by Charles Frederick Holder,
sponsored the first Tournament of Roses. They invited
their former East Coast neighbors to Pasadena, where
they could watch chariot races, jousting, foot races
and tug-of-war under the warm California sun. The abundance of flowers,
even in the midst of winter, prompted the club to add a parade before the
competition, where entrants would decorate carriages with hundreds of
colorful blooms.
The Tournament of Roses Association was formed to take charge of the festival
in 1895. A few years later, the races and games were replaced by the first
national postseason football game. The first Rose Bowl Game® matched a West
Coast Stanford team against Michigan, a Midwestern team. Rose Queen®, Hallie
Woods, was chosen in 1905 as the first queen, inaugurating a tradition of the
Royal Court, presiding over all the Tournament of Roses annual events.

935

active volunteer
members

35
work year-round

sunshine, flowers and football on New Year’s Day with more than 900
volunteers who create the spectacle of America’s New Year Celebration.

TOURNAMENT OF ROSES EVENTS
MISSION STATEMENT
As a volunteer driven, non-profit
organization the Tournament of
Roses Association brings people
together to create premier events
and entertainment celebrating the
New Year.
The Tournament of Roses enriches
the lives of the many people and
organizations it touches by providing
satisfying, meaningful and rewarding
experiences.

*2013 Micronomics report
commissioned by the
Tournament of Roses and
Los Angeles Sports &
Entertainment Commission

ANNUALLY GENERATE APPROXIMATELY

$300 MILLION*
IN ECONOMIC IMPACT

Volunteer Membership
TOURNAMENT OF ROSES® ASSOCIATION
Each year more than 80,000 hours of combined service are supplied by 935
volunteer members of the Tournament of Roses Association. Nicknamed
“White Suiters” because of the distinctive white suits every volunteer wears, these
community-spirited men and women give up their evenings, weekends and holidays
to ensure the success of the Rose Parade® and Rose Bowl Game®. A small full-time
staff provides support and continuity to the volunteer organization.
COMMITTEES
Each Tournament of Roses Association volunteer is assigned to one
of 31 committees, with responsibilities ranging from selecting parade
participants to directing visitors on New Year’s Day, to serving food to
band members at the end of the parade route, to giving presentations
about the Tournament to community groups.

935

active volunteer members
contribute over

80,000
hours annually and
serve on one of

• Alumni/Social Media

• Heritage

• Queen & Court

• Communications &
Credentials

• Host

• Services & Properties

• Judging

• Special Events

• Community Relations

• Liaison & Planning

• Student Ambassadors

• Coronation/VIP Tailgate

• Media Operations/
Hall of Fame

• Television & Radio

• Decorating Places
• Equestrian

• Tournament Auxiliary

• Float Construction

• Membership
Development

• Float Entries

• Music

• Tournament
Grandstands

• Food Services

• Parade Operations

• Transportation

• Football

• Post Parade

• University Entertainment

• Formation Area

• Press Photo/Trophy

• Tournament Entries

31

operating committees
BENEFITS OF BECOMING A MEMBER:
• Create unforgettable memories, make new friends
and build relationships
• Receive opportunities to engage in leadership
development through mentorship, training, and
hands-on volunteerism
• Contribute to the success of an iconic, revered
American tradition
• Be a part of an organization unlike any other that
world the experience of a lifetime
• Gain priority access to event tickets

Volunteer Membership
MEMBERSHIP
The Tournament of Roses Association welcomes applications from all
eligible candidates who are willing and able to give their time in order to
promote and produce the Rose Parade and the Rose Bowl Game, as well as
participate in other Association activities and events.
The Tournament of Roses Association accepts applications for new
membership on a continual basis and each spring the Association welcomes
new members. As a new member, you should expect to spend about 40 hours
per year on committee work, mostly during the last few weeks of each year.
Membership should be considered a long-term commitment.

COLLEGE INTERN PROGRAM
The Tournament of Roses College Intern Program
opportunity to participate alongside volunteer
members on several committees supporting the
Rose Parade. College Interns are required to attend
committee meetings and be available at New Year’s.
Interns are accepted for one year commitment and
must complete the application and interview process.

For more information about membership and intern
opportunities, contact the Tournament of Roses
Membership Department at:
membership@tournamentofroses.com or 626.449.4100.

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS
• Residence or business address within 15 miles of Pasadena
City Hall
• Be between the ages of 21 and 67 as of the third Thursday
in January of the year applying
• Submit an application along with two letters of reference,
and attend an interview
• Be available each year to volunteer on and around
New Year’s Day
• Be available to attend committee meetings throughout
the year
• Pay annual dues of $55-$75, depending on member level
• Purchase a white suit and accessories

Community Support
INVESTING IN THE COMMUNITY
The Tournament of Roses® and the City of Pasadena share a unique and positive
working relationship. For more than 100 years, the two entities have worked amicably
and firemen to city parks and gardens; from Wrigley Mansion to Rose Bowl Stadium,
the collaboration between our organizations is a model of community support and
tradition. Thank you for your never-ending commitment to our celebration.

PASADENA PARKS AND GARDENS
Over the past five years, the Tournament of
Roses contributed $140,000 to the City
of Pasadena to be used for community
Lighting renovation projects at Defenders
Parkway and Singer Park, along with the
John Muir High School Field Renovation in
Pasadena were completed with funds given
to the City of Pasadena as well as the
beautification of a picnic area at Brookside Park.
In tandem with Tournament of Roses sponsor
Miracle-Gro, sections of Central Park also have
been refurbished.
ROSE BOWL STADIUM RENOVATION
The Tournament of Roses’ total projected
financial commitment to the Rose Bowl Stadium
towards the renovation is estimated to reach
$46.8 MILLION over 24 years.

Community Support
INTERCOLLEGIATE
ATHLETICS
Throughout its history, the
Tournament of Roses has
contributed more than $1
billion to conference partners
in support of higher education
and collegiate athletics. In
years when the Rose Bowl
Game® does not host a College
the Tournament of Roses
will distribute more than
$73 million to its conference
partners, the Pac-12 and the
Big Ten.

the Tournament of Roses
has contributed more than

$1 billion
to conference partners
in support of higher
education and collegiate
athletics

YOUTH FOOTBALL CLINIC
Each year, the Rose Bowl Game hosts a Youth Football Clinic for boys and girls,
ages 6–13, in Pasadena, Calif. The half-day clinic is free and teaches football
skills to its participants. Nearly 200 kids have the opportunity to meet and work
with college football coaches, learn the proper techniques to promote on-field
football safety, and learn about the importance of character development and
good sportsmanship.
MARCHING BAND VISITS
Each year the Tournament of Roses
president travels across the country and
to various international destinations in
support of the marching bands who raise
their own funds to travel to Pasadena for
the Rose Parade®.

Community Support
LOCAL OUTREACH
The Tournament of Roses Association annually gives over
$160,000 to select organizations and individuals within the
greater Pasadena area. These funds mainly support non-profit
organizations and education institutions in Pasadena and the
San Gabriel Valley and act as a supplement to the Tournament of
Roses Foundation grants.
Cal Poly Pomona and Pasadena City College students receive
annual scholarships for coursework and tools. Additionally,
each member of the Royal Court receives a scholarship for
higher education every year.

the Tournament of Roses
Association annually gives over

$160,000
to select organizations and
individuals within the greater
Pasadena area

TOURNAMENT OF ROSES FOUNDATION

Since 1983

the Tournament of Roses
Foundation has given

$3.1m
190
to more than

organizations

Though its fame is worldwide, the Tournament of Roses Association
remains committed to its hometown. In 1983, the non-profit Tournament
of Roses Foundation was created to receive and manage contributions
from the Association, its members, friends, and supporters, and the
general public. In turn, the Foundation annually makes grants to
other non-profit organizations in the Pasadena area, funding sports
and recreation activities, visual and performing arts, and volunteer
motivation and leadership development projects and programs. These
broad categories allow the Foundation to contribute to the civic, cultural
and educational advancement of its local communities. To date, the
Tournament of Roses Foundation has given $3.1 million to more than
190 organizations.

Sponsorship Opportunities
AMERICA’S NEW YEAR CELEBRATION®
Each New Year’s Day, the world focuses its attention on Pasadena, California, home
of the Rose Parade® and the Rose Bowl Game®. It’s a celebration more than a century
old—a festival of flowers, music and sportst unequaled anywhere in the world. Known
as America’s New Year Celebration, Tournament of Roses® events capture the hearts
and imagination of millions of spectators from around the world.
PARTNERSHIP BENEFITS
with one of Southern California’s premier events and gain access to a live audience of
nearly 1 million attendees* with:

Event Attendance

700,000

• Consumer engagement and on-site activation

**

• Brand exposure and awareness

Rose Parade

• Exclusive event tickets and VIP Hospitality packages

92,844

• Valuable business to business opportunities

Rose Bowl Game

• Corporate social responsibility/community outreach integration

9,300+
Bandfest

TOURNAMENT OF ROSES EVENTS

20,300+

• Rose Parade

• Bandfest

• Rose Bowl Game

• President’s Ball

• Decorating Places

• VIP Tailgate Party

• Post Parade: A Showcase of Floats

• Rose Bowl Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony

• Equestfest

***

***

Decorating Places

• Rose Queen® Announcement and Coronation

2,600+

***

Equestfest

79,400+

***

Post Parade

10,000

***

Rose Bowl Bash

For more information about
sponsorship opportunities, please
contact the Tournament of Roses
Strategic Partnerships Department at:
sponsorships@tournamentofroses.com
*combined attendance at multiple events
**estimated live audience
***average annual attendance

or 626.817.9305.

Sponsorship Opportunities
DEVELOPING STRONG PARTNERSHIPS
The Tournament of Roses works closely with many companies to ensure that every detail of our entertaining tradition
is professionally outfitted and supported. Our sponsors’ support enables the Tournament of Roses, as a non-profit
organization, to host top-notch events that bring hope and joy to millions of people watching around the world.

Rose Parade

44m

viewers
nationally*

28m

viewers
internationally **

700,000
estimated live
audience

HONDA, PRESENTING SPONSOR OF THE ROSE PARADE
Honda has been the presenting sponsor of the Rose Parade since 2011.
This sponsorship was enhanced in 2014 with Honda also becoming the
Presenting Sponsor of the Rose Parade Opening Show. Honda supplies
opening show and places an eye-catching float in the Rose Parade®
each year.

Rose Bowl Game

28.3m
viewers
nationally***

92,844
NORTHWESTERN MUTUAL, PRESENTING SPONSOR OF THE
ROSE BOWL GAME
Northwestern Mutual has been the presenting sponsor of the Rose
Bowl Game since 2014. Northwestern Mutual annually places a floral
float in the Rose Parade and has supported other Tournament of Roses
related events.

estimated live
audience
*2018 The Nielson Company
**2017 Dick Block
Communications
***As reported by ESPN

Rose Parade® Floats
AN ICONIC TRADITION
For millions of people around the world, the Rose Parade is an iconic New Year’s
Day tradition. Share your story with this dedicated audience and impact hundreds
of thousands of guests, up close and in person, on the streets of Pasadena.
Rose Parade

44m

viewers
nationally*

28m

viewers
internationally **

700,000
estimated live
audience

to participate alongside dedicated volunteers, building your brand’s
float and the message you will share with the Rose Parade’s multigenerational, international audience. The possibilities are endless!

Decorating Places

20,300+

average attendance
over 4 day event

DECORATING PLACES
Prior to their debut in the Rose Parade, floats receive their final
opportunity to preview the upcoming parade entries and take a behindthe-scenes look at how floats are made. Experienced professionals and
hardworking volunteers apply intricate natural and floral elements to
the floats, while thousands of public guests tour the decorating facilities.
Locations are available in Pasadena and Irwindale.

*2018 The Nielsen Report
**2017 Dick Block
Communications

Rose Parade® Floats
Rose Parade® Floats

Post Parade

POST PARADE: A SHOWCASE OF FLOATS
Open January 1 and 2, Post Parade features a 2-mile showcase of Rose
Parade floats following their appearance along the parade route. Each year,
over 70,000 visitors head to Sierra Madre and Washington Boulevards
in Pasadena for the chance to walk within a few feet of the floats and
appreciate up close, the creativity and detail of each magnificent display.
Participating float exhibitors can engage with event attendees in this event’s
family-friendly, celebratory environment.

79,400+
average
attendance over
1.5 day event

OFFICIAL FLOAT BUILDERS
Float participants may select one of three commercial float builders to design and
produce an exceptional float.
• Artistic Entertainment Services, LLC
www.aesdecoration.com

Float participant applications are
available at www.tournamentofroses.com.
For more information about float participant
opportunities, please contact the
Tournament of Roses at:
floats@tournamentofroses.com
or 626.817.9305.

• Fiesta Parade Floats
www.fiestaparadefloats.com

• Phoenix Decorating Co., Inc.
www.phoenixdeco.com

Rose Parade® Float Awards
AWARDING EXCELLENCE
Each year the Tournament of Roses selects three judges to grant float awards based on
many criteria including float design, floral presentation and entertainment value. The
Tournament of Roses announces the award-winning floats on New Year’s Day prior to the
Rose Parade. As the award-winning floats venture down the parade route, they are
preceded by banners showcasing their award.

FLOAT DESIGN

FLORAL PRESENTATION

THEME

PRESIDENT

Most outstanding use and
presentation of flowers

Most extraordinary float*

BOB HOPE HUMOR

ISABELLA COLEMAN

Most outstanding display
of floral presentation,
float design and
entertainment*

Most outstanding presentation
of the Rose Parade Theme

Most whimsical and
amusing float

DIRECTOR

Most outstanding artistic
design and use of floral
and non-floral materials

CROWN CITY INNOVATOR
Most outstanding use of
imagination, innovation and
technology*

GRAND MARSHAL
Most outstanding creative
concept and float design

Most outstanding
presentation of color and
color harmony through
floral design

QUEEN

Most outstanding
presentation of roses

LEISHMAN PUBLIC SPIRIT

Most outstanding floral
presentation from a
non-commercial participant

PRINCESS

ENTERTAINMENT VALUE
EXTRAORDINAIRE

WRIGLEY LEGACY

JUDGES

Most outstanding float
design and dramatic
impact

SHOWMANSHIP

Most outstanding display
of showmanship and
entertainment*
*Including units 55 feet in
length and greater

Most outstanding floral
presentation among entries
35 feet and under in length

FANTASY

Most outstanding display
of fantasy and imagination

ANIMATION

Most outstanding use of
animation

AMERICANA
Most outstanding depiction
of national treasures and
traditions

GOLDEN STATE
Most outstanding depiction
of life in California

MAYOR
Most outstanding float from
a participating city

PAST PRESIDENT

Most outstanding innovation
in the use of floral and
non-floral materials

FOUNDER

Most outstanding float
build and decorated by
volunteers from a
community or organization

INTERNATIONAL

Most outstanding float
from outside the
United States

TOURNAMENT VOLUNTEER

Most outstanding floral
presentation of the Rose
Parade Theme among
floats 35 feet and under in
length

SWEEPSTAKES

Top
Award
Most beautiful
entry, encompassing
float design,
floral presentation,
and entertainment

Rose Parade® Float Awards

FLOAT DESIGN
This category showcases attractive, visually well-balanced
floats that offer a creative treatment of the designer’s idea.
The floats are in line with the parade’s theme and include the
use of animation.
Animation

Fantasy Elements

Artistic Design

Theme Depiction

Creative Concept

FLORAL PRESENTATION
This category provides a visual balance and cohesive mix of
floral and non-floral materials. The floats are predominantly
floral in appearance and display an abundance of flowers.
Color Harmony

Non-Floral Usage

Floral Design

Rose Usage

Floral Usage

ENTERTAINMENT VALUE
This category creates a dramatic impact by creatively using
additional elements to advance the design concept.
Additions may include, but are not limited to, float riders,
outwalkers, pyrotechnics, and showmanship.
Enhancing Elements
Extraordinary Design
Showmanship

Rose Parade® Bands
AN UNFORGETTABLE TRADITION
The Rose Parade’s musical legacy dates to 1891 when the Monrovia, Calif. City Band
joined the procession of flower-covered pony carts in the second Tournament of Roses®
Parade. Since then, hundreds of thousands of musicians from all over the world have
made the famous march through Pasadena on New Year’s Day.

Bands are selected based upon a variety of criteria including musicianship, marching ability,
uniqueness, entertainment value or special interest. In addition, bands with the ability to
perform field show maneuvers while marching forward are encouraged to apply. Bands
of any size are welcome to apply. Past parades have featured many band types including
marching bands, drum and bugle corps, brass and percussion bands, and bag pipes. The
Rose Parade has welcomed high schools, colleges and universities, and Military bands.
The parade lineup has showcased bands from around the world, including Asia, Australia,
Europe, North America, Central America, and the Pacific Islands.

Band applications are available at
www.tournamentofroses.com 22 months
prior to each parade. For more information
about band participation, please contact the
Tournament of Roses at
bands@tournamentofroses.com
or 626.449.4100.

Rose Parade® Bands
BANDFEST
This annual event features the outstanding bands
selected to participate in the upcoming Rose
Parade. Over the course of two days, each band,
along with its auxiliary members, performs a
field show that showcases their musicianship
and unique talents.

APPLICANTS
• Apply online by May 15, a year-and-a-half prior to the parade
www.tournamentofroses.com/rose-parade/applications
• No entry fee; transportation, accommodations and all
other expenses are the responsibility of the participant
• Selected bands are announced approximately 14
months in advance
• Bands are eligible to march in the Rose Parade once
every four years

BANDFEST

10,000

average attendance

Rose Parade® Equestrian Units
A FOUNDING TRADITION
On January 1, 1890, Grand Marshal Francis Rowland and President Charles Holder
mounted their favorite horses and led the first Rose Parade through Pasadena. Since
then, talented equestrians have performed many favorite and iconic roles, from pony
races and chariot races, to beautiful horse-drawn carriages and horse-drawn floats.
A tradition as old as the Tournament of Roses® itself, equestrian units remain an
irreplaceable part of America’s New Year Celebration®.

Each year, the Rose Parade features a wide
variety of horse breeds who entertain spectators,
each with their own style and grace. Previous
breeds have included Curly Horses, American
Saddlebreds, Gypsy Cobs, Andalusians, Miniature
Horses, Draft Horses, and more. Equestrian units
also vary greatly with special skills and colorful
costumes. The Tournament of Roses considers
how each group ties into the Rose Parade theme
and continues to honor traditions while looking
for new and different participants. Although
there is no minimum or maximum equestrian
unit size requirement, average group size is
approximately 10-12 riders.

Equestrian unit applications are available at
www.tournamentofroses.com in March, prior
to each parade. For more information about
equestrian participation, please contact the
Tournament of Roses at
equestrian@tournamentofroses.com or
626.449.4100.

Rose Parade® Equestrian Units
EQUESTFEST
Each year, the upcoming Rose Parade’s
equestrian units showcase their breeds
and demonstrate their talent with
performances at Equestfest. Held each
December 29, this family-friendly event
includes an equestrian show, musical
performances, and a food and vendor
court. Attendees are invited to stroll
through the stables, meet equestrian
participants, and participate in
educational and interactive exhibits.

Nearly

3,000

average attendance

APPLICANTS
• Apply online by June 1
www.tournamentofroses.com
/rose-parade/applications
• Riders must have parade experience
and be at least 16 years of age as of
January 1 of the upcoming parade year.

Rose Parade® International Broadcast
BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER
and beautiful weather, the Tournament of Roses® now is known around-the-world as
America’s New Year Celebration®.
ROSE PARADE PRESENTED BY HONDA
The earliest Tournament of Roses welcomed 3,000 spectators to its first
parade filled with orange-blossom-bedecked, horse-drawn carriages.
More than a century later, the parade floats are a marvel of state of the
art technology, all tucked away beneath flowers and other all-natural
materials. Every New Year, visitors experience the beauty of the floral
floats along with spirited marching bands and high-stepping equestrian
units along the 5 ⁄ mile route down Colorado Boulevard.

Rose Parade

44m

viewers
nationally*

28m

viewers
Internationally**

700,000
estimated live
audience

*2018 The Nielsen Report
**2017 Dick Block
Communications

INTERNATIONAL BROADCAST
• Available for distribution worldwide
• Live, delayed and packaged versions

2019 ROSE PARADE PRESENTED BY HONDA
January 1, 2019
Live 8:00 a.m. Pacific Standard Time
Original 2-hour program

• Spanish language version
• International brand participation and placement
• Original 2-hour length and cut-to-length versions

For more information about Rose Parade broadcasts,
please contact the:
TOURNAMENT OF ROSES
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER
broadcasts@tournamentofroses.com
626.449.4100

Tournament of Roses® Events
2018–2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
AUG 1

Royal Court Application Registration Opens

SEP 8 & 10

Royal Court Tryouts Begin

OCT 1

2019 Royal Court Announcement

OCT 18

101st Rose Queen® Announcement & Coronation
presented by Citizens Business Bank

DEC 2

Selection Sunday
(Rose Bowl Game® Teams Announced)

DEC 28-30

Decorating Places presented by Giti Tire

DEC 29

Equestfest presented by Wells Fargo

DEC 29–30

Bandfest presented by Remo

DEC 29–31

Rose Parade® Media Center Open

DEC 30

President’s Ball
presented by Hallmark Channel

DEC 30-31

Rose Bowl Bash

DEC 31

Rose Bowl Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony

JAN 1

130th Rose Parade presented by Honda

JAN 1

VIP Tailgate Party presented by Dos Equis

JAN 1

105th Rose Bowl Game®
presented by Northwestern Mutual

JAN 1–2

Post Parade: A Showcase of Floats
presented by Miracle-Gro

All dates subject to change.
For more information about events, visit
www.tournamentofroses.com/events.
04/18

